
G A T E WA T C H  
Your source of  information from the Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

Summer  

2013 

Vol. XIV No. 3 

Annual Housing  

Report: 2013 Review 
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     The sign at the Michigan 
Athletic Club is dark, and the 
parking lot is now empty.  The 
club and the attached restau-
rant closed in January. 
     MLive reported in Novem-
ber that Mercy Health St. 
Mary’s, the club’s owner, 
would close the MAC if it 
could not find a buyer.  It did 
not own the property.      
     CWD investment pur-
chased the MAC property in 
late 

Visit our website  
www.eastgategr.com 
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    2013 was a solid year for 
home sales!   
     Forty-three homes in the 
Eastgate Neighborhood sold in 
2013.  Last year 52 homes 
changed hands.  The important 
news, though, and what every-
one cares about is that Eastgate 
had a significant increase in 
the average sale price.  In 2012 
the average sale price was 
$106,519 and in 2013 the aver-
age was $130,791 (or $96.61 
per square foot of finished liv-
ing space).   
     There was a wide range of 
sale prices in the neighbor-
hood.  The lowest sale price 

was $80,000 and the highest 
was $182,000.  We had two 
short sale transactions and 
two foreclosure sales in the 
neighborhood.  In 2012 we 
had fourteen distressed sales. 

The Average Sale price of ENA 
homes was up 23% in 2013 

→ Fewer homes changed hands. 

→ Fewer distressed properties were on the market. 

→ Average sale price went up. 

→ Days on the market went down. 

 Visit  
 us on  
 Facebook 

 

Search Eastgate  
Neighborhood Association 

Email us at 
eastgategr@gmail.com 

Join the ENA 
See back page for details 

This photograph from December shows a lit up 
Michigan Athletic Club sign and a full parking lot. 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

Eastgate Featured in 

Local Magazine 

     The byline attached to the 
Eastgate article in the Grand 

Rapids Magazine states 
“Eastgate, once considered a 
‘starter-home’ neighborhood, 
has become a community of 
families who have no inten-
tion of leaving.”  
     ENA president Shana 
Shroll received an email in-
quiry from the magazine in 
October, and the finished 
product landed on the 
shelves in January.   
     Board members Shana 
Shroll, Jim Rauwerda, and 
Greg Wilkins each were in-
terviewed.  Neighbor Chris 
Burri  of Woodward is quot-
ed as saying, “I had a one-

year, in-and-out plan...I end-
ed up falling in love with this 
neighborhood.” 

The 3 page spread talked about 
the vibrancy of the ENA.  It was 
titled “More Than a Gateway” 

Grand Rapids Magazine profiled the  
Eastgate Neighborhood in its January issue 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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Eastgate’s 

Convenience 

Store 

Stop in for all your  

convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

Eastgate Calendar 2014 Burton Road 

Work Coming  

Bike paths, center turn lane coming. 

Construction starts in May 

This sign was 
posted on  
Burton Street 
near Breton 
in October  

February 
Gatewatch Delivery  
17  Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 

March 
4     Blood Drive at Beacon Hill 
12   Lenten Soup Suppers at East 
       minster.  Wednesdays from  
       March 12-April 9 6-7:30 pm 
21 ENA Board Meeting at  
       Eastminster  7:00 pm 

April 
11  Kids Night In:  Movie Night at  
      Plymouth Heights.  7:00 pm 
12  Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 

May 
Gatewatch Delivery  
15   Board Meeting. Fifth Reformed 
      Church  7:00 pm 
31   Ice Cream Social.  Eastminster 
29—31 Garage Sale Days 

June 

16   Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 

July 
Gatewatch Delivery  
17 ENA Board Meeting.  
       Beacon Hill  7:00 pm 

August 
18   Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 

September 
18 ENA Board Meeting.   
       Plymouth Heights  7:00 pm 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
16   ENA Annual Meeting at Beacon 
       Hill 7:00 pm 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed  
       Church 

November 
4   Election Day 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on 
Facebook 
15   Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 

     Eastgate neighbors received a letter in-
forming them of the road work to be complet-
ed on Burton Street.   
     The letter said that the street is not to be 
widened, and the sidewalks are not to be dis-
turbed except where sloped ramps have not 
yet been installed. The top layer of asphalt is 
to be removed and replaced.  
     Between Plymouth and Newton, it is to be 
painted for one lane in each direction, with a 
bike lane on each side, and a center turn lane, 
as it has been made west of Plymouth. Work 
is to begin May 1, 2014.  

More events will fill this calendar as  

soon as plans are finalized.  Stay tuned!  
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Story Time:   
 

10:30 AM 
 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & 

FRIDAY 
 

◊ Monday-Friday 10-8 pm ◊  Saturday 10-6 pm◊            

◊ Sunday 12-5 pm ◊  
Breton Village 

ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

Breton Village 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2013/2014 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2013 - 2014     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

 

     Typically the cold winter 
months in Eastgate are fairly qui-
et, but the past few months have 
been especially busy.  Since our 
fall issue of the Gatewatch, we 
held our annual meeting with near
-record attendance.  Thanks to 
Beacon Hill for hosting us and 
also congratulations to Todd 

Neckers and Megan Wolenberg, our newest board 
members!  Additionally, thank you to Kelley Rahilly 
for her many years of service on the board. 
     Eastgate has also been featured in several media 
outlets since our last Gatewatch was published.  We 
were very pleased to see our little corner of the world 
featured in the January issue of the Grand Rapids 

Magazine, and also to see our very own Gatewatch 
Editor Jim Rauwerda and his famous ice fortress show 
up on the front page of the GR Press and on Channel 
13 news!  Unfortunately, also this winter, one of our 
neighbors was featured prominently on the news due 
to a very long response by the GR Police following a 
break-in.  Many residents have expressed concern over 
not only the wait time from the police but also about 
the perceived uptick in crime.  The good news is that 
burglaries are actually down from last year and lower 
than the five-year average.  And despite the unaccepta-
bly slow response that occurred recently, our commu-
nity officers have worked very hard to have good rela-
tionships with our neighborhood and to partner with us 
to prevent crime.  It bears repeating again:  The best 
ways to prevent crime are to get to know your neigh-
bors, keep an eye out for anything unusual, keep your 
front porch lights on at night and keep your valuables 
out of sight and locked up.   
     Finally, one of our board’s goals for 2014 is to be 
more transparent and accountable to you, our neigh-
bors.  Please feel free to attend any of the upcoming 
board meetings to see what is going on and to find out 
more ways that you can actively contribute.  Your in-
volvement makes a difference! 

Shana Shroll, ENA President  

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am –4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

Thanks for Trunk or Treat! 

An ENA Trunk or Treater  

     The ENA would like to 
thank those who braved the 
weather to attend our Annual 
Trunk or Treat  
     Thanks also to Fifth Re-
formed Church for offering its 
facility and hospitality.   
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Annual Meeting Highlights  

Eastgate’s Vibrant Neighborhood 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association hosted its 24th 
annual meeting on October 17, 2013 at Beacon Hill at 
Eastgate. 
     The meeting highlighted the vibrancy, congeniality, and 
collaborative efforts of the neighborhood.     
     Over fifty people attended.       
     ENA president Shana Shroll called the meeting to order 
and introduced Beacon Hill director Jeff Huegli, who wel-
comed neighbors to Beacon Hill.  He mentioned that Bea-
con Hill at Eastgate is just three years old, and the facility 
is at capacity.    
     Next, community police officers Mike Maycroft and 
Steve Lewkowski provided a brief report, noting that over-
all crime in the ENA is again down.   
     Tom Rooney, representing both the city and the county, 
offered a presentation on emergency preparedness, and 
John Helmholdt, External Affairs Director for Grand Rap-
ids Public Schools, updated the neighbors on the Mulick 
Park Elementary School Transformation Initiative.   
     President Shana Shroll gave a report that recapped the 
activities of the neighborhood.  She noted specifically the 
partnerships the ENA has with the neighborhood churches, 
Mulick Park Elementary School, and Beacon Hill at East-
gate.  She also highlighted the ENA accomplishments of a 
website, logo, Facebook communication, and the four 
Gatewatch publications.     
     Treasurer Jonathan Chitwood reported on the income 
and expenses of the neighborhood, noting specifically that 
the ENA finances have been bolstered by advertising in the 
Gatewatch newsletter.  
     The neighborhood association elected new board mem-
bers, with Todd Neckers and Megan being elected as new 
board members.  Shana Shroll, Jim Rauwerda, Tina 
Cronkhite, and Greg Wilkins were re-elected.         

 2012 2013 

Burglary, Non-Residence 2 1 

Criminal Damage to Property 7 2 

Larceny of Personal Prop. From 
Vehicle (Inclusive) 

13 8 

Suspicious Person or Vehicle  21 17 

Trouble with Person 13 4 

Total Reports 156 121 

Eastgate Neighborhood Crime Comparison   

Burglary, Residence 4 1 

ENA EVENTS IN 2013 

• Garage Sale Weekend 
• Ice Cream Social 
• Dumpster Day 
• Block Parties—10 streets participated 
 

ENA PARTNERED EVENTS IN 2013 
• Movie Night with Plymouth Heights 
• Bike Repair & Hot Dogs with Eastminster Presbyter-

ian 
• Community Gardens with Beacon Hill and Fifth Re-

formed Church 
• Mentoring at Mulick Park with three ENA churches 
• Kids Night Out with Plymouth Heights  
• 3rd Annual Pig Roast with Beacon Hill 
• Eastgate 5k with Beacon Hill 
 

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2013 
• Created Website at eastgategr.com 
• Created new Eastgate logo 
• Facebook has 315 “friends” (and growing) 
• Four 12-page Gatewatch newsletters 
• Positive financial report  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association Board for 2014 



. 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 

 

them to maintain their own 
hours.  They have been open  
in the new location since mid
-January.    
     On December 16 Breton 
Travel opened its doors at its 
new location at 1801 Breton.  
The travel agency had been a 
mainstay in the upper level 
of the mall. 

Soup’s  

On! 

     Do you seek a simple meal with others in the neighborhood? 
Do you seek silence, prayer, and communion with God during 
the days of Lent?  Join us at Eastminster ~ All are welcome!! 
     During Lent, we will gather for informal soup suppers and 
worship in the Taize tradition, which involves time of silence 
and meditation in addition to beautiful music and sung prayer. 
      Please join us Wednesday evenings from March 12 to    
April 9 for soup from 6:00-6:45 and worship from 6:45-7:30. 
     We will also gather for worship on Ash Wednesday, March 
5, at 7:00 pm and again for a shadows/Tenebrae service on 
Maundy Thursday, April 17, at 7:00 pm.  
     For information about our congregation, please visit our web-
site www.eastminstergr.org ALL are welcome at Eastminster!!  

Join Eastminster Presbyterian Church  
for Wednesday soup suppers during Lent  
from March 12—April 9, 6:00-7:30 pm 

All are  
welcome!  

Business Changes at Breton Village Mall 

ENA Blood Drives 

     Three long time Breton 
Village businesses are mak-
ing changes.   
     Parini’s Village Cone 
Shop recently posted a sign 
on the door saying that they 

have a “small business op-
portunity.”   
     Naked Plates Pottery, a 
long time advertiser in this 
newsletter, moved to 2921 
Breton, a move that allows 

—Naked Plates & Breton Travel move out of the mall 
—Parini’s Village Cone Shop looking to sell 

Local Connection to a 

Detroit Hero 

     The ENA board recently 
learned of “an American 
Revolutionary.”  That person 
happens to be a relative of 
ENA board member Tina 
Cronkhite. 
     A documentary has been 
made about the life of Grace 
Lee Boggs.  Information 
about her can be found at 
American Revolutionary.com 

     According to the website 
the film “explores how the 
daughter of Chinese immi-
grants born in 1915 devoted 
her life to revolutionary so-
cial change and whose un-
flagging devotion to Detroit 
is inspiring a new genera-
tion of 21st century lead-

ers.” 

      

A Documentary of Grace Lee Boggs will be 

screened at Calvin College on March 12      Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
is hosting a blood drive 
with the American Red 
Cross on March 4 at the 
community room at 1919 
Boston  starting at 9:30 am.   
     Appointments are availa-
ble in 15 minute increments 
starting at 9:30am.  Contact 
Nikki Younts at Nik-
ki.Younts@beaconhillgr.org.  

Walk-ins 
will be wel-
come, but 
may have a 
wait.  
     Plymouth 
Heights 
Christian Reformed Church 
also hosts blood drives 
throughout the year.  The 
next is on February 17 

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church on February 17 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate on March 4 

The Village Cone Shop  
at Breton Village 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s.    

In Short... 
 

• Thanks to Beacon Hill for inviting the neighbors to 

the reading of The Polar Express, to meet Santa, and 

to watch The Polar Express movie.       
 

• This fall the Eastgate businesses repaved the parking 

lot for the convenience store, Eastgate Salon, and 

Andrea’s Pizza.   
 

• East Grand Rapids replaced the yellow sign posts on 

its “Welcome to East Grand Rapids” signs.  The 

wood posts are now a recycled polyethylene and fi-

berglass, and they now stand a bit shorter.     
 

• Remember to lock your doors and turn on your 

lights.  These are proven crime deterrents! 
 

• Save the date for Garage Sale Weekend: Thursday 

May 29,31,& 31 
Rory, dressed as Mike 
Wazowski, holds her 
prize. 

Plymouth Heights  

Movie Night 
Turnout was good for Monster’s University   

Next movie night is April 11 at 7:00 

     Plymouth Heights Christian Re-
formed Church hosted another mov-
ie night during the Christmas beak.   
     The event is called “Kids Night 
In,” and it had a good turn out. 
     The night was comfortable as 
parents brought blankets and pillows 
for children, who wore their PJs. 
One little girl even wore a Mike 
Wazowski costume.  
     Save the date: next KNI April 11. 
Doors will open at 6:30 and the 
movie starts at 7:00 pm.  

2013.  CWD, which owns 
Breton Village mall and 
several properties in Gas-
light Village, is a partner-
ship between Grand Rapids 
businessmen Sam Cum-
mins, Scott Wierda, and 
Doug DeVos.   

     The group also pur-
chased the two properties 
between Macatawa Bank 
and the intersection of Bre-
ton and Burton.   
     Those two properties at 
2410 and 2420 Burton have 

been recently re-zoned by 
the city for retail.  MLive 
reported that the office 
building housing Kishman 
Reality, Dery Physical Ther-
apy, and Taylor Klemesrud 
Law will be demolished.      

Changes at Breton and Burton 

The building at 2410 Burton and 
the neighboring lot have been 
rezoned for retail.  The building is 
slated for demolition. 

The Kishman Realty  

Building will be demolished 

CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 1 
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A special price for 
residents of the 

Eastgate  
Neighborhood 

Package Includes: 

Talking keypad 
Remote keyfob 
2 door contacts 

1 motion detector 

Call Eastgate neighbor Mary Ann for 
a free home security review:     

616-813-7881 

Page 8                       

The former bank building on the southwest 
corner of Burton and Breton is the new 
home of Contemporary Family Dental.  This 
photo is from late October.  

     Contemporary Family Dental is moving 
to 2005 Breton, a building that was former-
ly a branch of Bank of America.   
     The building has been undergoing exten-
sive renovation since the fall.   
     The practice is currently located on 
Woodmeadow  Drive, a street that runs into 
Breton just north of 28th Street.   

Dentist Moving to  

Breton & Burton 

—HOUSING REPORT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 

     If we take out the four dis-
tressed sales, the average sale 
price in 2013 was actually 
$134,173.  The average time on 
the market before receiving an 
accepted offer was only 26 days.  
There were many homes that 
sold within days of hitting the 
market, and they had multiple 
offers.  In contrast, the average 
time on the market in 2012 was 
56 days. 
     Currently, 5 homes are for 

sale ranging in price from 
$109,900 to $139,900.  Another 
5 homes have accepted offers 
and are waiting to close.  The 
pending sales range in price from 
$71,900 - $225,000.   
     2014 should be another solid 
year for the real estate market.  
There is actually a shortage of 

homes on the market.  If interest 
rates and inventory remains low, 

anyone needing to sell may be in 
a nice position.  Homes that are 
clean, de-cluttered, maintained, 
updated, and priced properly 
should sell quickly because there 
are buyers out there just waiting 
for the right house to come on the 
market!   
*All current and sold data analyzed 
is from grar.com 

Kelley Rahilly is an 

associate broker for 

Greenridge Realty.  

She has lived in the 

Eastgate Neighbor-

hood for 10 years and 

been a realtor for 16 

years.  She can be 

reached at 706-6439  

or kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

2014 should be another 
solid year for  

the real estate market.   

There were many homes 
that sold within days of hit-

ting the market  
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VANDEN BOUT  
LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 

 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7987 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Fifth  

Reformed 
Church 

 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
 

2012 Griggs St SE 
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 

 
Get Your Lawn in 

 Tip-Top Shape 
Call Ken: 437-7987 

 
• Spring Clean Up 
• Gu4er Cleaning 
• Lawn Maintenance  
• Weed Control 
• Aera7on/Coring 

Community Garden 

Has Plots Available 

     I would like to thank every-
one for giving me the oppor-
tunity to be a part of this com-
munity garden at Fifth Re-
formed Church.  
     My name is Greg Wilkins 
and I am the facilities manager 
here at Fifth. It has been a joy 
to get to know the gardeners 
and others who gather at the 
gardens. People walking in our 
neighborhood around the gar-
dens have said how much they 
appreciate having the gardens 
to draw the community togeth-
er.     I—along with others— 
love to give some of the boun-
ty to others.  
     It is amazing how much 
you can grow in a 10’ x 20’ 

plot of 
dirt.  
     If 
you 
have 
any 
ques-
tions 
or are 
inter-
ested in having a plot, you can 
contact me at gwil-
kins@fifthrc.org.  
     There are some plots open 
yet. If you had a plot last sea-
son, you will have first option 
for a plot this season. Just let 
me know. We will have a meet-
ing on April 12, 2014 at 9:00 
am at Fifth Reformed Church.  

Eastgate Christmas 

Lights Winner 
After a tie in the Eastgate Facebook 

contest, the winner was... 

Growing space is available at Fifth Reformed Church.   

Contact Greg at gwilkins@fifthrc.org 

Congratulations to the Zemaitis family for their win-
ning Christmas lights display!  They won a $100 gift 
card to Merrill Shoes.  And thanks to all who participat-
ed in this first-ever event.  We look forward to doing it 
again next year.  

The Zematis family on Woodward 



 

Abandoned car in the street.……….……..456-3310 
Loose/loud animals.……..…………………336-3210 
Pothole problems..…………………………..456-4670 
Garbage collection...…….…………...…....456-3232 
Garbage, long grass, weed complaints...456-3053 

Phone Directory 

2013 BOARD 
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Terri Mawhinney 
Todd Neckers 
Chris Nienhuis 
Greg Wilkins 
Megan Wolenberg 

 

Police (non-emergency)……………..…….456-3403 
Street light out..…………………...………..456-3281 
Street closing request for block party..…456-3066 
Street sign question…………………………456-3066 


