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Fifth Reformed Church  
Expansion Underway 

A new glass entryway and interior renovations are part of the project 

Fifth Reformed Church will be breaking ground on its   
expansion project later this summer.  The entrance area 
will be enlarged, the circle drive will be reconfigured, 
and much of the interior will be remodeled.   

     Fifth Reformed Church approved a 
renovation project that includes an     
expansion to its entryway.  The project is 
scheduled to begin later this summer. 
     On March 26 architect Jim Vander 
Molen of Elevate Studio Architecture 
Design gave a presentation at the church 
about the plans.         
     The plans include a new lobby area 
that is designed to be multifunctional 
with much flexible space.  It will have a 
new coat room, new bathrooms, and an 
airlock entry.  This will all be part of 
what Vander Molen calls the new “entry 
pavilion.”  They will construct a new 
patio area outside as well.   
 Continued on Page 9  

Changes on the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Board 

Eastgate Neighborhood Association's 
Dumpster Day  

Saturday morning June 10 
At Plymouth Heights  

Christian Reformed Church 
SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS      At its March meeting, ENA pres-

ident Todd Neck-
ers announced to 
the board that he 
will be moving out 
of the neighbor-
hood and regretful-
ly resign as presi-
dent.   
     The board made 
a resolution to ap-
proach former 
ENA president 
Shana Shroll and 
ask her if she 
would do two 
things.  First, 
would she be will-
ing to accept an 

appointment to the board?  Second, 
would she be willing to serve as 

president?     
     So, while the ENA is sad to see 
Todd leave, it is happy that Shana 
was willing to return to a position 
she left nearly two years ago.   
     The ENA board and the entire 
Eastgate Neighborhood is indebted 
to both these leaders.  They deserve 
a  hearty “thank 
you” from all 
of us.  Thank 
you.   
     In addi-
tion, ENA 
secretary Pau-
la Englin and 
longtime board 
member Terri 
Mawhinney 
will both be vacating their seats on 
the board.  

one president steps down, another steps up 

Eastgate Neighborhood Association's 
Garage Sale Days 

June 1, 2, 3 
SEE PAGES 5 & 15 FOR DETAILS 

Eastminster Presbyterian’s 

Bike Tune Ups,  
Jewelry Sale &  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association's  

Ice Cream Social 
Saturday June 3  

At Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
SEE PAGE 15 FOR DETAILS 

ENA secretary 
Paula Englin 
and longtime 

board member 
Terri Mawhin-
ney will both 
be vacating 

their seats on 
the board 

Continued on Page 10  
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor 

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

 

JOIN THE ENA! 
 

Your membership shows the neighborhood and the 
city of Grand Rapids that we have your support and 

helps us fund our event calendar 
 

See the form on the back of this newsletter. 

Summer JAM 

Sponsored by Fifth Church 
Meeting at Grand Rapids Christian Middle School 

 
OPEN TO KIDS ENTERING KINDERGARDEN THROUGHT 

THOSE ENTERING FIFTH GRADE  

June 26-29, 2017 
From 9:00 am – 11:45 am 

 

Classes fill up quickly so be sure to  
pre-register at www.fifthkids.org. 

 
For more information 

or if you would like to volunteer 
contact Nancy Boersen at 245-9247 ext. 14. 

the ena board would like to  

THANK 
Todd Neckers 

FOR SERVING AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
EASTGATE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

 

We wish him and his family well as they 
move out of the Eastgate Neighborhood. 

 
His leadership on the board has been invaluable 

THANK YOU, TODD! 

http://www.fifthkids.org


 

ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2017/2018 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   10:15-12:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-Th       1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-Th       1:00-3:30 

2017-2018     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am–4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

    Greetings Neighbors -  
     As we (slower than we all 
would like) move towards 
summer in the Eastgate neigh-
borhood, instead of getting 
ready for garage sale days, the 
ice cream social, dumpster 
day, and all of the other fun-
filled activities offered in our 
neighborhood, my wife and I 
are spending our time packing 

boxes and coordinating movers. It's bittersweet to let 
you all know that this will be my final President's Col-
umn for the Eastgate Neighborhood association as we 
are moving.  
     Moving caused me to look objectively at this neigh-
borhood and appreciate how truly great it is. The neigh-
borhood is safe. It is filled throughout the year with 
events and activities that allow neighbors to engage 
with each other and the community at large in a variety 
of ways.  
     We've made great friends here and have absolutely 
loved everything that this neighborhood offers. While I 
hope that I've impacted the neighborhood in a positive 
way during my time on the board and as president of the 
ENA, I can say definitively that the neighborhood has 
made a lasting positive impact on me. 
     I'd be remiss if I didn't thank my fellow board mem-
bers who serve currently or who have volunteered their 
time in the past. I've appreciated their hard work and 
dedication to the Eastgate neighborhood. They've put in 
countless hours, often at night and on the weekend, to 
put on events, coordinate services, and make important 
decisions. Their commitment to the neighborhood has 
inspired me to do more and to be a better neighbor.  
     As my final act as president, I am grateful and excit-
ed to announce that Shana Shroll is returning to the 
ENA board and resuming her rightful place as ENA 
president. I like to think that I'm leaving the neighbor-
hood better than I found it, and with Shana back in 
charge, I can certainly say that about the ENA presiden-
cy.  
     Thank you for being great neighbors! 
 
 Todd Neckers, ENA President 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate is offering a  

Concert Series  
on the lawn  

in front of the new Community House: 
 

Gentlemen of Ragtime, June 21  7:30pm 
The Crane Wives, July 5  7:30pm 

Calder City Band, August 9 7:30pm 
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TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 

616.334.7258 
www.thepianocottagegr.com 

Your One Question  
Recycle Quiz 

Cardboard egg       
cartons?    yes. 
Cardboard cof-
fee cups?    yes.   
Styrofoam any-
thing?     No.       
     You may 
think, “Oh, it 
doesn’t matter.”  
But it does.  
The recycle plant simply does not have the capability to re-
cycle styrofoam. 
     If you place styrofoam in your recycle bin, the city will 
have to send it to a landfill.  This is an added expense.  
Please help keep our recycling free and follow the rules! 
     More information at Recyclekent.org. 

Styrofoam...Recyclable or Not? 

ENA Neighbor  
Interrupts Robberies 

     A facebook post at 
2:15am on May 3 alerted 
neighbors to criminal activi-
ty as it was happening.  Cars 
were being entered and 
robbed.   
     The seven robberies all 
occurred during the early 
morning hours of May 3 and 
all involved what the police 
call “larceny of personal 
property from a vehicle.”  
According to Lieutenant 

Vincent Reilly of the Grand Rapids Police, none of the vehi-
cles showed signs of forced entry.      
     The events were recorded almost in “real time” on face-
book, and the Grand Rapids Police was on the scene within 
minutes.  Three of the four suspects were apprehended.   

     “This seems to be a 
case of kids walking 
through the neighborhood 
and checking car doors,”  
said Lieutenant Reilly.   
     The three who were 
apprehended were all mi-

nors, and none live in the Eastgate Neighborhood.    
     This quick communication and quick apprehension is a 
testament to the Eastgate community and the Grand Rapids 
Police.   
     It wasn’t long ago when neighborhood associations 
would have to wait for the weekly report from the police.  
Reports would be passed to block captains who would in-
form individual neighbors.  In May 2012, for example, the 
ENA passed out flyers informing neighbors of a crime spree.  
At that time, the ENA encouraged neighbors to lock their 
doors and keep porch lights lit.   
     Today, with facebook, email, and crimemapping.com, a 
community that is prepared can unite instantly.  No waiting.  
No flyers.  Between 2:50 am and 3:50 am there were 12 
posts from 5 different people detailing the events as they 
happened.  The suspects were apprehended.  Less than 24 
hours after that initial facebook post, the thread had 45 posts, 
including 3 surveillance videos from a home security sys-
tem.   
     According to crimemapping.com, in the previous four 
weeks there have been eight crimes committed in the East-
gate Neighborhood.  One was for fraud, and the other seven 
were the vehicle robberies from May 3.   
     “The message to give out is: one, lock your cars, and two: 
call us if you see something out of place,” said Lieutenant 
Reilly.   
     Our facebook posting neighbor has some words for us, 
too: “Porch lights on neighbors—that’s how I saw them.”    

A quick call to the Grand Rapids Police leads to    
apprehension...and it’s all posted on facebook  

Between 2:50 am and 
3:50 am there were 12 
posts from 5 different 
people detailing the 
events as they happened. 

Construction Reminder 

     The City of Grand Rap-
ids will be working on Bur-
ton Street between Breton 
and East Beltline.   
     The project is tentatively 

scheduled to begin in July 
and will last until October.   
     The road will be resur-
faced with possible work on 
water mains. 

Work on Burton Street Begins this summer 
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Fifth  

Reformed 

Church 
 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The eastgate  

Neighborhood Association 
 

Will be sponsoring a  

neighborhood  
 

Garage Sale weekend  
 

June 1, 2, & 3 
 

 

THE ENA WILL ADVERTISE ONLINE AND PLACE SIGNS 

THROUGHOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

NEIGHBORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO DIRECT TRAFFIC 

TO INDIVIDUAL SALES 

Sunday Summer Hours 10:00am 
 

(Two services at 9am & 10:45am begin in Sept.)  
 

2012 Griggs  St SE 
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 
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It’s a Proven Crime Deterrent  

If We Lived  
In Lighthouses  

 

WE WOULDN’T HAVE TO  

TURN ON OUR HOUSE LIGHTS 
 

but we don’t, 
so you do 

 

So Turn on Your House Lights… 

     My name is Tamara Kas and I am a Physical Therapist at 
the Hulst Jepsen Physical Therapy clinic that recently cele-
brated our first year anniversary in the community. I gradu-
ated from the University of Michigan with a BS in Move-
ment Science and received my Doctorate in Physical Thera-
py from Grand Valley State University.  
     I am currently working towards an advanced manual 
therapy certification from the North American Institute of 
Manual Therapy (NAIOMT) and have a passion for the in-
tegration of yoga and physical therapy. I love working with 
a wide variety of patients, ranging from the athlete to the 
elderly to help them get back to pain-free function and im-
prove their quality of life.  

Meet Tamara Kas 

Meet your neighbors and have a party.    
Use $75 of ENA funds to finance the gathering.   

Submit receipts to our ENA treasurer at 1627 Woodward.  

Contact the city at 311 to close off the street 
that’s a $75 cost.   

or, skip closing the street and sprawl onto a yard or two.   

It’s fun.  It’s a good thing. 



 

IF YOU NOTICE  
UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR 

 

Or think the police  
should be aware of something 

 
CALL THEM AT THE NON-

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 

456-3403 

Learn About ENA Crime 

We cannot give more up-to-date infor-
mation than Crimemapping.com.  The 
site is  intuitive, where you click on our 
city, then our neighborhood, then our 
streets.  Check it out! 

——Visit Crimemapping.com—— 
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Dumpsters lined up at last year’s event 
ready to clean out our neighborhood.   

Dumpster Day is Coming! 

 
NO YARD WASTE 

We are unable to accept yard waste.  Yard waste can be     
disposed of for free at the city’s Butterworth site. 
 

 NO COMPRENEW 
Due to changes in policy at Comprenew, we are not able to 
accept electronic waste, including TVs.  We encourage you to 
bring your items directly to Comprenew at 1454 28th Street 
near the Kalamazoo Street Meijer. Comprenew is a non-profit 
recycler whose mission is to keep electronics out of landfills.   
 

 METAL HAULERS 
As in prior years, neighbor and ENA board member Greg 
Wilkins will help collect recyclable metals.  All other items 
will be placed into dumpsters.  
 

TRAFFIC PATTERN 
Like last year, neighbors will enter Plymouth Heights CRC 
parking lot via Griggs near Lotus.  
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers twelve-years-old and older are needed to unload 
vehicles, direct traffic, and check residency.  Please contact 
Todd at todd.neckers@gmail.com to help.   

June 10  8am-noon 
At Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church 

(The city of Grand Rapids requires that dumpers must show proof of residence) 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s…  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s. 

VANDEN BOUT  
SNOW & LAWN, INC. 

 
 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7987 cell 
 (616) 868-LAWN 

 
For all your lawn needs! 
Do You Have Yard Work?  

Call Ken: 437-7987 

• Spring Clean Up 
• Complete Lawn Maintenance 
• Stump Grinding/Removal 
• Bark Installation 
• Pruning 
• Fertilizing 
• Lawn Aeration/Coring  

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 

Eastminster Presbyterian’s 2017 

 “Hot Dog! Bike Tune-Up” 
——Summer Saturday Schedule—— 

 
 
 

      
       

It’s that time again—when bikes need tuning and hot 
dogs need cooking! We’ve dusted off the bike tools 
and cleaned up the grill. We hope to see you at one or 
all of our free Hot Dog! Bike Tune-Up Saturdays.  

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

1700 Woodward SE  247-8833  
 — From Eastminster’s Bike Repair Team 

 June 3 9:30AM- 3PM  
 July 22 10AM - 3PM 
 August 26 10AM - 3PM 

Visit CrimeMapping.com 

     Crimemapping.com is a website which offers users ac-
cess to local crime data.  The site is extremely user-friendly, 
showing instantly where and when crimes are committed.   
Many municipalities participate, although East Grand Rap-
ids does not.   
       The city map can be enlarged to individual streets and 
neighborhoods.  Crimes are noted with an icon, which can 
be clicked on.   A small window appears giving the type and 
the date of the crime.   
     This site—combined with our active facebook page—
allows all neighbors to follow crime activity as it happens.   
     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association encourages 
neighbors to look at this site and stay up-to-date.   
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Fifth Reformed Church Expansion                                              —Continued From Page 1 

Fifth Reformed Church as it looked in 1957, top, and how it looks 
today.  In 1987 a new lobby was added to the center of the build-
ing. That lobby will be expanded again this summer 

Fifth Reformed Church Expanding 
Fifth Reformed Church was organized in 1887 and moved to 2012 Griggs Street in 1957.   

This will be the second addition to its current structure. 

The plans include carpet through-
out  much of the main floor, new lighting, and, as Vander 
Molen says, “updated finishings...so it’s seamless.”   
     Renovations to the worship area will include a new 
platform, new sound and lighting technology, and some 
alternative seating.   
     “Hopefully people find it more inviting and we hope 
it’s more open to our community.  It’s really a blessing,” 
said Greg Wilkins, Fifth’s facility manager who is also an 
Eastgate Neighborhood Association board member.   

     This will be the 
second time in which 
that particular por-
tion of the church 
has been expanded.  
When it was first 
constructed in 1957, 

the church did not have a lobby at all.  That was added in 
1987, on the hundredth anniversary of the congregation, 
and the 30th anniversary of the current church building.   
     The original congregation was first organized in 1887 
and met at 535 Church Place SW which is near the inter-
section of Grandville Avenue and Wealthy Street.   
     In the early 1950s it acquired land on 2012 Griggs 
Street—land that it purchased for one dollar.   
     The congregation broke ground in 1956, and the cor-
nerstone was laid on June 15, 1957.   
     Through the years Fifth has been active with the com-
munity.  One of its noteworthy achievements was initiat-
ing the Woodland Drive-In church in 1970.  That church 

first met at the drive-in theater located on the corner of the 
East Beltline and 28th Street, where Lowe’s Home Im-
provement Center is now located.  Jack Loeks, the owner 
of the theater, was an enthusiastic supporter of the idea 
and never accepted rent in the 18 years the church met 
there.  The drive-in church now meets at 2600 Breton 
Road where it has been since 1988. 
     Fifth Reformed Church partners with the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association in a variety of ways. The 
Trunk or Treat event on Halloween always draws a sizea-
ble crowd.  The church invites neighborhood kids to Va-
cation Bible School for a week of summer activity (see 
page 2 for this year’s ad).  In addition, Fifth is part of the 
Eastgate Initiative, a program that mentors students at 
Mulick Park Elementary School.     
     A recent connection Fifth Reformed Church has made 
with the neighborhood involves the community garden. 
Six years ago Beacon Hill at Eastgate offered garden 
space to neighbors, and the space filled almost instantly. 
Greg Wilkins saw the opportunity and within months he 
made the necessary arrangements. The next spring he 
tilled up the grass around the church parking lot and as-
sisted neighbors with watering their tomatoes.    
     “It’s about community,” he says.  “I love how people 
come together and are part of this community.” 
     For more information about Fifth Reformed Church 
and what it has to offer, see the Fifth website or contact 
the church office at 245-9247,  
      

“Hopefully people find it 
more inviting and we hope it’s 
more open to our community.  
It’s really a blessing,”  
                        —Greg Wilkins 

—Continued From Page 1 

Above: Fifth Reformed Church’s original building 
was constructed in 1887 and was located on the 
southwest side of Grand Rapids.   
Below: The church during construction on Griggs 
Street.   
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Both are also moving out of the ENA.   
     Thus, there are two open seats on the board.  According 
to the bylaws, the board has the authority to fill those seats 
by appointment.  If you would like to serve on the ENA 
board, please email eastgategr@gmail.com. 
     Paula first joined the board five years ago and immedi-
ately began her service as secretary.  She also was instru-
mental in creating the ENA webpage, and she helped main-
tain both the Facebook page and the neighborhood email 
account.   
     Terri is a founding member of the ENA board, joining 
the board at its inception in 1992.  She served through some 
of the difficult times when Metro Hospital was located on 
Boston Street.  The hospital had a controversial helipad, and 
it was seeking to expand.  She served intermittently on the 
board for the past 25 years, most recently coordinating the 
Dumpster Day events with the city of Grand Rapids.   
     We wish Terri, Paula, and Todd well as they move to 
other areas within the city of Grand Rapids.   Thank you for 
your service to our community.   

ENA Board Changes    
—Continued from page 2 

See something strange? 
 

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON-
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 456-3403 

SAVE THE DATE 

The 14th ANNUAL 
BEACON HILL AT EASTGATE 

Golf Classic 
MONDAY, JUNE 19, 2017 

Free Yard Waste Dump 

The city of Grand Rapids offers a free dump site for yard 
waste.  Its hours are from 9-6.  The site is open from early 
April to mid-December.  Make sure you have your identifi-
cation to prove you live in the city, and that you don’t haul 
any waste in plastic bags since plastic is not allowed.  
Questions? Call 456-3232 or go to the city’s website.   

The city’s yard waste site is open from 9-6, even 
though this sign says differently 
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     Love yoga?  Love your community?  Come check 
out our classes at Level One Bank!  Every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30 PM, we meet to breathe and 
flow together in the practice of vinyasa yoga.  Vinyasa 
is a dynamic style of yoga in which breath and move-
ment are linked to give you a great, well-rounded work 
out—a dash of cardio, a bit of strength-building, and 
lots of work on flexibility. 
     Beginners, have no fear—these classes are for 
you!  Seasoned yogis welcome as well.  All classes are 
taught by Kate Block of Little Dipper GR.  Feel free to 
email Kate at kate@littledipperGR.com with any ques-
tions.  $5 drop in. 

Yoga at  
Level One Bank 

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays  

from 5:30-6:30 
$5 Drop In 

     There are fewer things more satisfying 
than finding something important after 
spending several frustrating hours search-
ing high and low.   Your wallet… 
keys… ..sometimes children.   
     For the layman, that’s essentially what 
makes Geocaching so much fun.   It no 
longer requires knowledge of orienteering 

or 
using 
just a 
basic 
com-
pass – 
you 
can 

use your Android or iPhone device just 
like driving directions to a location.   You 
pick a cache to find in a public place, then 
look around for a bit for a special ‘cache’ 
container ranging from the size of a bullet 
to a breadbox.  The contents inside are 
usually a log to sign, perhaps a small token 
or cheap trinket as a ‘prize’ or perhaps 

Geocaching in Eastgate: 
A Treasure Trove Awaits 

clues to another ‘mystery’ cache hid-
den nearby. 
     What is still stupefying to me is just 
how many of these caches there are to 
be found, even within a 5 mile range of 
Eastgate.   Some of them have been 
‘hidden’ by the COs (Cache Owners) 
for several years, and they are respon-
sible for ‘maintaining’ the cache and 
ensuring that it can still be found.  One 
of the ground rules of Geocaching is 
that caches must be hidden in public 
and mostly accessible places.   You 
can’t bury them in  the ground or place 
them in a way that people are going to 
do damage to the environment to try 
and find it.   Caches I have found were 
hidden in trees, or clever spots that you 
won’t notice unless you were really look-
ing.    
     If you’re curious and want to give it a 
try – it’s as simple as starting with geo-
caching.com and creating an account.   It’s 
completely free to do so.  Then, you can 

use the official geocaching.com app to 
show you hidden caches in the area, or 
third party apps that use the same infor-
mation like c: geo (my personal prefer-
ence).  It’s a fantastic activity to do outside 
with family and friends, and it’ll take you 
to places that you didn’t know existed! 

What is still stupefying to 
me is just how many of 
these caches there are to 
be found, even within a 5 
mile range of Eastgate 

Grab your cell phone and go on an adventure! 
It’s free and fun for the whole family 

ENA GARAGE 

SALE DAYS 

June 1,2,3 

We advertise… 

You sell 
SEE PAGES 5 & 15 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

mailto:kate@littledipperGR.com


In Short…  
 

• The ENA board has 2 open seats that need to be 
filled? If you think you have what it takes, then sub-
mit your name at eastgategr@gmail.com.  Or, if 
your neighbor has what it takes, then submit that 
name! 

 

• Due to construction at Fifth Reformed Church, this 
year’s Vacation Bible School is moving to Grand 
Rapids Christian Middle School.  See the ad on page 
2 for information.   

 

• Indian Trails re-opened this summer after 16 months 
of renovations.  The official Grand Reopening date 
is set for Saturday, June 10, with a golf tournament.  
More information at indiantrailsgc.org 

 

• Grand Rapids presents Movies in the Park at Ab-
Nab-Awen Park near the Gerald Ford Museum.  
Dates are June 2 & 16, July 7 & 21, and August 4 & 
18.  Movies start at 7:00 pm.   

 

• Grand Rapids Pools open on June 9.  The nearest to 
Eastgate is Martin Luther King, Jr. Park.  Heather 
Downs Community Pool is a membership pool locat-
ed on the corner of Laurel and Heather.  It opens 
May 27.   

 

• The new structure by Grand Rapids Christian High 
School’s stadium is for the administrative offices.  
They have out grown their space at their elementary 
school and will be moving on June 19.   

 

• Longtime ENA residents Warren and Joan Sibilla 
are moving.  Warren was a founding member of the 
Eastgate Neighborhood Association board in 1992 
and served in various capacities—including presi-
dent.  He retired from the board in 2010.  The ENA 
board would like to thank Warren for his years of 
dedication to our community.  We wish him and 
Joan well as they move to Ludington to be closer to 
family. 

 

• On Tuesday, June 13, The Mulick Park 5th graders 
will have their “Recognition Ceremony” at Plym-
outh Heights Christian Reformed Church.    

    
• This publication wouldn’t be possible without 

our advertisers.  If you patronize any of the fine 
establishments that partner with us, please tell 
them you saw the ad and thank them for sup-
porting us.   

 

• Moving day for Talbot’s is June 13. The retailer 
will be vacating its long-time location and mov-
ing to the new building at Breton Village. 
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     After nearly eight years of serving the Eastminster Pres-
byterian Church community, Rev. Ann Conklin has re-

ceived and accepted a new call.  
Early this summer, Ann and her 
family will move to Arizona, 
where Ann will serve as Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Mesa.   
     During her seven and a half 
years serving Eastminster, Ann 
enjoyed the partnership in 
neighborhood and community 
outreach with the other neigh-
borhood churches (Fifth Re-
formed, Plymouth Heights, and 
East Congregational), especially 

the Mentoring at Mulick program.  Church elders are cur-
rently working on the plan to find Rev. Ann’s replacement. 
     “We will miss the friendly neighborhood of Eastgate and 
the Grand Rapids community,” says Ann.    
     We will miss you, too!   

Pastor Ann Accepts Call 
to Mesa, Arizona 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church  
will be looking for a new pastor 

Ann Conklin became the 
pastor at Eastminster in 
2012 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
Golf Classic 

     Gather your foursome and join 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate for its 14th 
annual Beacon Hill at Eastgate Golf 
Classic.   
     The event occurs on Monday, 
June 19 at Thousand Oaks Golf 
Club.  There are two flights to 
choose from:  Flight #1 is at 8:00 am 
and the Flight #2 is at 1:30 pm.   
     Proceeds from the golf outing 
will benefit the Beacon Hill Foundation.  The foundation’s 
mission is to “cultivate care and community,” and part of 
that community is the Eastgate Neighborhood.   
     The event is always looking for participants and spon-
sors.  If you have any questions or need further information, 
please call Andrea Allen at (616) 608-8285 or email an-
di.allen@beaconhillgr.org.    

Part of the proceeds will benefit our community 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate is offering an 
Estate Planning Seminar:   

Transferring Wealth to your Children and Grandchildren 
Presented by Plante Moran 

June 15, 3:30 pm  1919 Building 

mailto:andi.allen@beaconhillgr.org
mailto:andi.allen@beaconhillgr.org
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The interior of 
Breton Village 
is boarded up. 

Beacon Hill at 
Eastgate is doing 
some parking lot 
work at their 
building on 1919 
Boston 

$248,000 in renovations at Mu-
lick Park are complete.  Con-
struction crews added a new 
walkway and new lighting.  The 
park also has new benches and 
trash receptacles.  

The Eastgate Village Apartment 
“ruins” on Hutchinson.   

In and Around the ‘Gate... 
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Eventful Time at 
Eastminster 

June 3 & Garage Sale Weekend 
bring a flurry of activities 

Eastgate Calendar 2017 

More events will fill this calendar when 
 plans finalize.  Stay tuned!  

Jewelry Sale 
     Eastminster Presbyterian Church will 
hold its annual jewelry sale, including 
vintage and newer pieces.  The event 
will be held on Saturday, June 3, from 
9:00-3:00 in the church basement locat-
ed at 1700 Woodward Street.   
     This year’s profits will be directed to 
Feeding America to benefit Kid's Food 
Basket.  Over the years, the sale has 
generated tens thousands of dollars to 
help feed hungry children right here in 
our communities.  
          If you would like to donate jewel-
ry, you may drop it off at the church 
office.  All items accepted. 
 

Bike Tune Ups 
     The bike repair team will be on hand 
to tune up your wheels at no charge and 
give great tips on bike care.  Free hot 
dogs will be available starting at noon.   
      

Ice Cream Social 
     ENA will host it’s annual Ice Cream 
Social from noon until 2 pm.  Stop by to 
socialize with neighbors and enjoy a 
free, delicious treat.   
 

Garage Sale Days 
The ENA will post signs around the 
neighborhood, and advertise on Craig’s 
List and the Grand Rapids Press.  Those 
efforts are intended to bring people to 
the neighborhood.  Neighbors are ex-
pected to post signs directing traffic to 
their individual sales.   

 

May 
Gatewatch Delivery  
11  ENA Board Meeting at Fifth  
      Reformed Church  7:00 pm 
 

June 

1-3 ENA Garage Sale Days 
3    ENA Ice Cream Social noon-2 
3    Jewelry Sale at Eastminster 
      Presbyterian Church  
3 Eastminster Presbyterian  
       Church’s Hot Dogs and Bike-   
       Tune Ups    9:30am-3pm  
21 Jazz Concert at Beacon Hill at  
       Eastgate  7:30 pm 
 

July 
Gatewatch Delivery  
5     Jazz Concert at Beacon Hill at  
       Eastgate  7:30 pm 
20   ENA Board Meeting.  
       Location at Level One Bank  
       at  7:00 pm 
22   Eastminster Presbyterian  
       Church’s Hot Dogs and Bike-   
       Tune Ups   10am-3pm 

August 
21 Jazz Concert at Beacon Hill at  
       Eastgate  7:30 pm 
26   Eastminster Presbyterian  
       Church’s Hot Dogs and Bike-   
       Tune Ups   10am-3pm 
 

September 
21 ENA Board Meeting at Plymouth  
      Heights CRC.  7:00 pm 
23   Eastgate 5K  9:00 am 
 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
26   ENA Annual Meeting at Beacon 
       Hill 7:00 pm 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed  
       Church 

 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on 
         Facebook 

Eastgate 5k New Date! 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, in partnership with Beacon 
Hill at Eastgate, is again hosting a 5k 
run-walk. 
     Consider participating in the Sat-
urday race. The winding course stays 
entirely within the ENA boundaries.   
     Proceeds from the race go to both 
our ENA and to the Beacon Hill 

Foundation.  More information can 
be accessed through the Beacon Hill 
website: beaconhillgr.org  
     We are always looking for spon-
sors, so please consider this local tax 
deductible cause!  Contact Domi at 
domi.aouad@beaconhillgr.org or 
245– 9179 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23 AT 9:00 AM 

mailto:domi.aouad@beaconhillgr.org


2017 BOARD  
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
  Kris Stott 
Greg Wilkins 
Megan Wolenberg 

Volunteers Needed! 
TO HELP AT DUMPSTER DAY 

 

—DIRECTING TRAFFIC  
—TAKING NAMES 

—ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

Saturday June 10 
 

Contact Todd at  

todd.neckers@gmail.com 

 

 Join us  
 on facebook 
 
Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association 
and be part of the discussion.   

VISIT US ON THE WEB 
The Eastgate  

Neighborhood Association  
Website is at 

www.eastgategr.com 

ENA ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
AT  

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
on 

SATURDAY JUNE 3 FROM NOON-2 

GARAGE SALE 

WEEKEND 
 

JUNE 1, 2, & 3 

 

JOIN THE FUN AND HAVE A SALE! 

Eastminster Bike Repair and Jewelry Sale 

Saturday June 3 

During Garage Sale Weekend 

Host a Block Party! 

 

 

Dial 311 

The city of Grand Rapids has a 311 service that al-

lows residents to contact individual city depart-

ments by dialing 311.  If you have concerns involv-

ing anything from street lights or pot holes or bark-

ing dogs, then 311 is the number to call.   

Police Non-Emergency 

456-3403 

Phone Directory 

     The ENA reimburses expenses for block 
parties—up to $75.00.  Send receipts to our 
treasurer, Jonathan Chitwood at 1627 
Woodward. 
     Use the spring weather as an excuse to 
invite your neighbors to get together!      


