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Progress Report on the  
Eastgate Engaged Initiative 

 
  The Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
has a foundation that is com-
mitted to engaging its East-
gate neighbors.  However, 
questions arose regarding the 

specifics 
of that en-
gagement. 
What 
should it 
look like?   

     First, the  Foundation Board 
employed a consultant to help 
study the matter.  To that end, 
the board contracted with the 

Center for Social Research of 
Calvin College.   
     Next, the study held 3 focus 
group meetings.  From those 
meetings they created a survey.  
This survey was mailed to resi-
dents of the ENA, and 19 per-
cent responded, which is typical 
of such a survey.   

A Collaboration Between the ENA and  
the Beacon Hill Foundation is studying Eastgate 

19 percent of 
Eastgate resi-
dents responded 
the survey 

     The Center for Social Re-
search made its report to repre-
sentatives of various Beacon 
Hill committees in December.  
In early February a focus group 
of Eastgate neighbors, business 
representatives, and foundation 
members and met with Andi 
Allen, the Beacon Hill Founda-
tion President.     
     At these meetings the Center 
for Social Research presented 
its findings and made recom-
mendations.  The February fo-
cus group provided various per-
spectives regarding the find-

It was another solid year of real 
estate sales for Eastgate. The low 
inventory of homes for sale was, 

again, the predominant theme in 2017. Homes sold quickly with 
multiple offers and many times over the list price. Forty-two 
homes changed hands in 2017. Welcome new neighbors! Fun 
facts about 2017 real estate are on page 8 
 

By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

2017 Real Estate   
        Report 

Forty-two homes sold in 2017.  
The average sale price was $186,467 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

Kelley Rahilly has 
lived in the East-
gate Neighborhood 
for 16 years. She is 
an Associate Bro-
ker at Greenridge 
Realty. You can 
reach her at  
616-706-6439 or  
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com. 

 Homes 
Sold 

Average 
Sale Price 

2011 25 $107,889 

2012 52 $106,519 

2013 43 $130,791 

2014 42 $135,117 

2015 42 $152,474 

2016 43 $177,951 

2017 42 $186,467 

     In September neighbors 
received postcards from the 
Grand Rapids Planning Com-
mission inviting them to the 
October 12 meeting. On the 
agenda was Beacon Hill’s de-
sire to acquire the Professional 
Office Building at 1845 Bos-
ton. The goal was to provide 

more independent living apart-
ments for Beacon Hill resi-
dents.   
     In order for Beacon Hill at 
Eastgate to purchase the prop-
erty, it was required to submit 
a site plan. This plan, along 
with construction concerns, 

No Expansion for 
Beacon Hill 

The Grand Rap-
ids City Planning 
Commission   
denied Beacon 
Hill at Eastgate’s 
plans for the  
Professional Of-
fice Building in a 
vote of 3-2 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Annual Meeting Report  

The ENA bylaws dictate that an  
annual meeting must be held in October 

     The ENA held it’s annu-
al meeting on October 26.   
     President Shana Shroll 
was unable to attend due to 
a family emergency, so 
Vice President Jim Rau-
werda presided. 
 

New Venue:  
Beacon Hill’s Garden 

Room Café for  
Free Andrea’s Pizza 

 

     The Association held its 
annual meeting at Beacon 
Hill at Eastgate’s new facil-
ity, with free Andrea’s Piz-
za available in the Garden 
Room Café prior.   
     The pizza dinner began 
at 6:30. At 7:00, the neigh-
bors moved to the new 
Community House Audito-
rium for the meeting. 
     Jim Rauwerda called the 
meeting to order and Sarah 
Johnson, the events coordi-
nator at Beacon Hill, wel-
comed the ENA to its facili-
ty.   
     The attendees heard re-
ports from our area police 
officers, the Rapid Transit 
proposal, and the Eastgate 
Engaged initiative.   
 

Crime Report from the 
Grand Rapids Police 

 

     The officers indicated 
that crime rates in the 
neighborhood have not 
changed significantly, and 
that Eastgate continues to 

have a 
low in-
cidence 
of 
crime.  
     
Howev-
er, 

neighbors are encouraged to 
lock their car doors. Young 
thieves who break into cars 
rarely smash windows.  
More often they walk up 

and down streets looking for 
unlocked cars to ransack.   
 

Good Neighbor Award 
Presented to  
Shana Shroll 

 

     Vice President Jim Rau-
werda gave the president's 
report, during which time he 
presented the Good Neighbor 
Award to Shana Shroll.  
     In his presentation, Jim 
said, “Shana Shroll is a wor-
thy candi-
date for this 
award—an 
award that 
is not given 
every year. 
It’s an award 
that some-
one earns.  
Shana has 
definitely 
earned it.” 
     The Good Neighbor 
Award is offered when a 
neighbor is worthy of recog-
nition for service to the 
neighborhood that is exem-
plary. It was last awarded 5 
years ago.   
 

Treasurer’s Report: Fi-
nancial Health 

 

     Treasurer Jonathan Chit-
wood gave the financial re-
port, again indicating that 
our financial status is 
healthy. Remarkably, the 
ENA’s expenses this year 
were within $5 of its re-
ceipts. The Association has 
a $3000 rainy day fund that 
is in place.   
 

Board Members Elected: 
Stephanie Ford 
Stephen Condon 

 

     The neighbors also elect-
ed new board members to 
fill the vacant seats held by 
Shana Shroll and Tina 
Cronkhite.  Elected to the 
board were Stephanie Ford 
of Orville Street and Ste-

phen Condon of Elliott 
Street.    
     The board would like 
to formally thank Shana 
and Tina for their years of 
service and welcomes 
Stephanie and Stephen. 
     After the meeting the 
board elected Bryan Buie 
as president, Jim Rau-

werda as vice-president, 
Jonathan Chitwood as 
treasurer, and Shaun Shi-
ra as secretary.    
     It’s good to have good 
neighbors. 
     Thank you! 
      

Shana Shroll, 
recipient of the 
Good neighbor 
Award 

Vice President Jim Rauwerda presents the  
“Good Neighbor Award” to former president Shana Shroll. 

Above: neighbors enjoy complementary Andrea’s 
Pizza in Beacon Hill’s Garden Room Café.   
Below: neighbors listen to a report in the auditorium. 

Officers  
indicated that 
Eastgate con-
tinues to have  
a low incidence 
of crime 
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ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2018/2019 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old        M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old        T/Th        8:30-11:00 
3-day 4’s          M/W/F    10:15-12:45 
4-day 4’s        M/T/W/Th    8:30-11:00 
4-GSRP 4’s    M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 

2018-2019 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am–4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

     Greetings, neigh-
bors.  My name is Bryan 
Buie and I am honored to 
serve as the new President 
of the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Association.  I'm a 
proud husband and father of 
(soon to be!) six children 
and we moved into the 
neighborhood in August 
2011. 

 

Since then we have grown to appreciate what it means 
to live in our Eastgate neighborhood.  We love that the 
people we live close to aren't just our neighbors; they're 
our friends!  We love that we are part of a neighbor-
hood association that cares about people and is commit-
ted to encouraging and engaging in many festivities and 
events throughout the year as well as making us aware 
of all the many changes that are going on around us 
through the Gatewatch Newsletter and an active Face-
book page. It's been such a blessing to us to be connect-
ed to such a warm and caring group of people.   
 

This carries over to the neighbors on the board; I've 
been encouraged with how much the people on the 
board simply love our community.  Following in the 
footsteps of Shana Shroll is no easy task, but thanks 
largely to the help of our amazing board, our hope is to 
make a positive impact on our community through our 
efforts. 
 

I wanted to say a thank you to Beacon Hill for hosting 
our annual meeting and a special thank you for all who 
came out.  A community like this isn’t formed simply 
by an organized board or special events, no, it’s formed 
by people like you!  So thank you for your part in mak-
ing our neighborhood a wonderful place to live, either 
by taking cookies to a new neighbor, shoveling the 
sidewalk of your neighbor who happened to be out of 
town during the last great snowfall, or the other neigh-
borly things you do when no one is watching.  Thank 
you! 
 
   —Bryan Buie 
       ENA President 

From the President 

TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 

616.334.7258 
www.thepianocottagegr.com 
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Stop for Pedestrians  
at Crosswalks 

     The Grand Rapids city 
commissioners approved 
an ordinance that requires 
motorists to come to a 
complete stop at cross-
walks when pedestrians 
are present.   
     This does not apply to 
crosswalks where stop 
lights are present, when 
motorists and pedestrians 
are regulated by the lights 
and signals.   
     A marked crosswalk is lo-
cated on Breton at Breton Vil-

lage.  The crosswalk signs are 
clearly visible.     
     However, not all crosswalks 
have signs.   
     An unmarked crosswalk in 
the neighborhood is located 
near Beacon Hill on Boston 

Motorists must stop at marked and unmarked 
crosswalks if pedestrians are present. 

A marked crosswalk is on 
Breton at Breton Village.  
An unmarked crosswalk is 
on Boston and Hutchinson 

and Hutchinson. There is no 
sign like the one pictured 
above, but there are sidewalk 
cutouts.  Another unmarked 
crosswalk is located on Plym-
outh at Elliott across from Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Cath-
olic School.   
     The goal of the ordinance 
is to reduce crashes and pro-
mote safety.  This is part of an 
initiative called “Vision Ze-
ro,” and it has been instituted 
in many cities across the na-
tion.   

The sign was installed at Rite Aid’s new loca-
tion on the corner of Burton and Breton. 

The new traffic signals at Burton and Eng-
lewood help traffic flow at Grand Rapids    
Christian Middle School. 

A New Sign and... 

...New Traffic Signals 

Have You Heard About  
 

Dumpster Day? 
 

 

WE HAVEN’T EITHER 
STAY TUNED TO FACEBOOK AND WE’LL PASS 

ALONG UPDATES AS WE GET THEM 

https://www.seton.com/reflective-pedestrian-crossing-signs-pedestrian-crossing-symbol-ff0437.html
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As we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, we’re excited 

to come together for prayer, communion, and worship. 
 

HOLY WEEK 
Services of Communion | Mar 26-28 | 7:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday | Mar 29 | 7:00 PM 
Good Friday | Mar 30 | 9:00 AM-3:00 PM 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Worship | Apr 1 | 10:00 AM 

 

2012 Griggs St. SE, 49506 
616.245.9247 

www.fifthchurch.org 

Fifth Reformed Church 
Join Us Sunday’s 

at 10AM 
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Since 1924, Toastmasters 
International has been recog-
nized as the leading organi-
zation dedicated to communi-
cation and leadership skill 
development. Through its 
worldwide network of clubs, 
each week Toastmasters helps more than a quarter million 
men and women of every ethnicity, education level and 
profession build their competence in communication so 
they can gain the confidence to lead others. 
Toastmasters International Where Leaders Are Made 

Join us to learn more about Toastmasters 
When:  1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesday’s 
  12:00 – 1:00 pm 
Where: Michigan First Credit Union 
  1815 Breton Rd SE, Grand Rapids, Mi. 49504 

An Invitation from  
Michigan First Credit Union 

Stop by and build your leadership skills! 

lock your doors  

THESE ARE  
PROVEN  

CRIME DETERRENTS 

outside lights 

and turn on your 

Notice 
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Eastgate Calendar 2018 

March 
15  ENA Board Meeting at  
      Beacon Hill at Eastgate  
      at 6:30pm  

May 
Gatewatch Delivery  
17 ENA Board Meeting at Plymouth     
      Heights Christian Reformed   
      Church at 6:30 pm 
31 First day of Garage Sale Weekend 

June 

1-2 ENA Garage Sale Weekend 
2    ENA Ice Cream Social  
2    Jewelry Sale at Eastminster 
      Presbyterian Church 
2    Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at  
      Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
13 Concert on the Green at Beacon  
      Hill at Eastgate at 7:00 pm 

July 
Gatewatch Delivery  
TBD Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at  
      Eastminster Presbyterian Church  
11  Concert on the Green at Beacon  
      Hill at Eastgate at 7:00 pm 
20   ENA Board Meeting.  
       Location TBD at 6:30 pm 
25 Christmas in July Bazaar at the  
       Community House Auditorium at  
       Beacon Hill at Eastgate. 6-8pm 

August 

TBD Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at  
      Eastminster 
TBD “Kids Night Out” at Plymouth Heights  
       Christian Reformed Church 
8    Concert on the Green at Beacon  
      Hill at Eastgate at 7:00 pm 
23 Beacon Hill at Eastgate’s Annual  
       Community Picnic 5:30 pm 

September 
21 ENA Board Meeting at Plymouth  
      Heights CRC.  7:00 pm 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
25 ENA Annual Meeting. Location  
        TBD at 7:00 pm 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed  
       Church 

November 
28 Holiday Bazaar at the Community  
        House Auditorium at Beacon Hill at  
        Eastgate. 6:30-8:30pm 
30 The Polar Express Movie at the  
        Community House Auditorium at  
        Beacon Hill at Eastgate. 6:30 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on 
         Facebook 

formed the basis of the opposition from 
neighbors on Cornell, Evergreen, and 
Strathmoor.   
     The planning commission’s minutes 
of October 12 and 26 of 2017, which 
are online at the Grand Rapids city 
website, give a record of those who 
spoke, their street addresses, and their 
concerns.   
     Cornell resident Richard Markie-
wicz  “related that he went door to door 
on Cornell and Evergreen and he hasn’t 
spoken with a single person willing to 
say they were for this project. Howev-
er, there were many willing to say they 
were not supportive of this project or 
any expansion.” He also submitted 
written objections.   
     The minutes indicate that seven 
neighbors along Beacon Hill’s perime-
ter and one Beacon Hill resident spoke 
against the site plan.    
     The planning commission listened 
to the concerns, deliberated, and—in a 
3-2 vote—denied Beacon Hill’s request 
to redevelop the Professional Office 
Building into residential apartments.   
     The Professional Office Building 
has been vacant for the last three years 
and is owned by an investment group 
based out of Birmingham, Alabama.   
 

Information from Grand Rapids City Planning 
Commission minutes of October 12 and 26.   
ttp://grandrapidscitymi.iqm2.com/Citizens/
FileOpen.aspxType=12&ID=3238&Inline=True 

ings. One perspective came from one 
of our neighbors who has lived in 
Eastgate for 46 years.   
     The entire Beacon Hill Foundation 
board heard the report and the focus 
group recommendations on February 
13.  Now, it is organizing a forum so 
neighbors can hear report and recom-
mendations as well.     
     We thank Beacon Hill for its inten-
tional commitment to the Eastgate 
neighborhood. 

Eastgate Initiative 
 Progress Report 

 

Continued from Page 1 

Beacon Hill Expansion 
Denied by City  

Planning Commission 
 

Continued from Page 1 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s…  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s. 

VANDEN BOUT  
SNOW & LAWN, INC. 

 
 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7987 cell 
 (616) 868-LAWN 

For all your lawn needs! 
 

Do You Have  
Yard Work?  

Call Ken: 437-7987 

• Snow Removal 
• Spring Cleaning 
• Complete Lawn Maintenance 
• Stump Grinding/Removal 
• Gutter Cleaning 
• Pruning 
• Fertilizing 
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Highs and Lows... 
• High sale price in the neighborhood was $240,000. 
• Low sale price in the neighborhood was $108,000. 
• Average sale price in the neighborhood was $186,467.  
• The average sale price in 2016 was $177,951. 
 
By Style of House... 
• 32 ranch styles homes sold.  
• 7 traditional (2 story) homes sold. 
• 3 cape cod / bungalow homes sold.  
• The highest priced ranch sold for $220,000. 
• The highest priced 2 story sold for $240,000. 
• The highest priced cape cod sold for $230,000. 
 
On The Market... 
Average days on the market was 13. 
 
Per Square Foot... 
• Finished living space (above grade) for homes sold 

ranged from 994 sq ft to 2328 sq ft, 
• Sold price per square foot ranged from $83.76 to 

$186.44. 
 
Over and Under... 
• 22 houses sold over list price. 
• 12 houses accepted an offer less than list price. 
• 8 houses sold at list price. 
 
Financing... 
Financing used by Buyers: 
• 27 transactions were conventional financing. 
• 8 transactions were cash financing. 
• 6 transactions were FHA financing. 
• 1 transaction was VA financing. 
• 15 transactions included seller concessions. 
 
All data and statistics based on sale information form the 
Grand Rapids Association of Realtors. 

Real Estate Report Continued 
From Page 1 

Third   
Generation 

Serving 
Eastgate 

Since 1962 
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor 

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

Grand Rapids Public 
Schools Lose Students 

     Mlive reported in October 
that Grand Rapids Public 
Schools will lose more than 
$800,000 in funding this 
year due to a 115 student 
decline in enrollment.  
      To complicate matters, 
the district budgeted for a 50 
student increase.  Thus, the 
operating budget is short 
$1.2 million.  The district 
receives $7,631 per student. 

     There are two count days: 
one on October 4 that repre-
sented 90 per cent of the stu-
dent funding.  The count on 
February 8 represents the 
other 10 per cent.   
     As of October 4, the 
GRPS student census stands 
at 16,676, down from 16,791 
last year.   
      

Causes a budget shortfall of $1.2 million 

Chow Hound Now Open 
Next to Fresh Thyme 

     The Chow Hound relocat-
ed from its former Breton 
Village location to its new 
retail location at 2490 Bur-
ton Street next to Fresh 
Thyme Market.  It opened on 
January 2.   
     The store offers products 

and services for all pet 
needs, including self-serve 
dog wash rooms and puppy 
socialization classes.   
     The retailer opened in 
1989 and has 10 West Mich-
igan locations.  It is open 
from 9am to 9pm daily.   

Time to Think About the  
Community Garden  

     Interested in gardening but 
don’t have the space? Join some 
neighbors at the Fifth Reformed 
Church Community Gardens.   
     Spring is just around the cor-
ner...plan now 
     Contact Greg Wilkins at 
Fifth Reformed church at                 
gwilkins@fifthrc.org     

Space Available at Fifth Reformed Church 

Neighbors Have Spoken: 
Keep the Gatewatch 

     In August the ENA board 
discussed the value of this 
Gatewatch publication. In this 
electronic age, do neighbors 
even want it? 
     Neighbors responded on fa-
cebook and at the annual meet-
ing nearly unanimously: keep 
the print version of the Gatewatch.   
     Your ENA board listened.  With that directive, you are 
receiving this issue delivered to your home. Thank you for 
supporting the Eastgate Neighborhood Association.      

mailto:gwilkins@fifthrc.org
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See something strange? 
 

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON-
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 456-3403 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 Special thanks  
 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate  
 

For hosting the ENA Annual Meeting on October 26.   
 

Fifth Reformed Church 
 

For hosting our board meeting in January and also for co-
sponsoring the Trunk or Treat event in October. 
 

Hulst Jepsen Physical Therapy  

For offering free yoga for neighbors on Thursday evenings.  
See page 6 for details.  

Donate Jewelry to the 
 Eastminster Jewelry Sale 
     Eastminster Presbyterian Church accepts all 

jewelry donations for its spring sale. Proceeds go 
to Kids Food Basket.  The sale is June 2. 



m 

In and Around the ‘Gate... 

The building at the corner of Burton and Breton 
served as offices for Kishman Realty and Dery 
Physical Therapy.  In the summer of 2014, those 
offices relocated when the building came under the 
ownership of developer CWD.  

The building was leveled, and by late November of 
2016 the site contained only a parking lot. It sat 
vacant for the summer.   

Site preparation began for the new Rite Aid building 
in early September 2017.  

Contractors went to work, and the frame of the 
building was erected in late September 2017. 

By October 22 the walls were constructed and the 
building was taking shape. 

By February 6, the building had exterior signage. It 
opened on February 22. 

1.  

2.  

5.  

4.  

3.  

6.  

The Telephone Pole 
 on Breton & Burton 

http://worldartsme.com/telephone-pole-clipart.html
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“Blocks” are 
loosely defined, 
so don’t think 
you need to 
invite a hun-

dred people.  Live on a long street? 
Then try part of the block.  In short, 
The ENA board wants neighbors to 
get together and meet each other.   

And Just What is  

a Block? 

If you’ve never been to a 
block party, it’s possible 
that no one has ever 
stepped up to host one.  
Hosting a block party is 
easy. It only takes some-
one to initiate the process 
(that’s you).  The rest of the event falls into 
place. And, if you are hosting, then you can 
put yourself on that exclusive guest list.   

Does it have to be a Summer-Jam 

Rock-the-Block-Festival-Palooza? 

This, too, can be sim-
ple...or elaborate. Buy a 

big cake, plates, and forks and be 
done. Or, start up the grill and have 
everyone bring a dish to pass. Bring 
desserts. Open the garage door and 
let the neighborhood kids serve up 
an evening ice cream social. That 
$75 goes a long way. 

Block Party. . . 

Host a  

Nope. 

Exactly Who is Paying For This? 

We are. The ENA reimburses the costs 
for block parties up to $75.00. Submit 
your receipts to our treasurer at 1627 
Woodward. That address is the back 
of every newsletter. “Blocks” can 
have two reimbursements per year. 

Can it be a Summer-Jam  

Rock-the-Block-Festival-Palooza? 

Yup. 

Blocking the street is 
easy: just call 311. 
There is a cost, and that 
cost could be part of the 
$75 reimbursement. Still, if neighbors pile onto a lawn or 
two, then the $75 ENA reimbursement could be used for 
food and party favors.   

No Experience Necessary 

Do I Really Have to Cook? 

How Do Invitations Work? 

Hand deliver a notice (that’s the 
easiest), call the neighbors, or send 
out a group email (okay, that’s the 
easiest, but you may not have the 
contacts you need). Tell neighbors 
the date, time, and what to bring—
Lawn chairs? Drinks? Table ser-
vice? Dessert? Finger Jello? 

How Do We Block Off the Street? 

How Come I Have Never Been  

Invited to a Block Party? 

So...have a party! Meet your neighbors.     
Exchange email addresses. Post pictures to the 
ENA Facebook page. The price is right and 
spring is just around the corner. Set the date!  

http://moziru.com/explore/Retro clipart starburst/
https://thetomatos.com/free-clipart-11916/
http://weclipart.com/retro+shapes+clip+art
http://moziru.com/explore/Retro clipart starburst/
http://hddfhm.com/clip-art/flashing-christmas-start-clipart.html
https://www.pinterest.com/jacobsjd/mid-century-florida-ranch/
https://www.pinterest.com/jacobsjd/mid-century-florida-ranch/
http://theeasybreezyway.com/product/50s-sock-hop-photo-booth-props/
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1381608.htm
https://www.shareicon.net/tag/envelope?s=outline
http://moziru.com/explore/Retro clipart starburst/
http://moziru.com/explore/Retro clipart starburst/
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Holiday Lights Contest Winners 

1st Place (above):  
Cory Zemaitis 
2nd Place (right): 
Kelly Rusnell 
3rd Place (below): 
Laura Danielson 

Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the holiday 
lights contest on facebook.  
Congratulations to Cory 
Zemaitis for winning the 
$100 first place prize. 

 

IF YOU NOTICE UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR 
 

or think the police should be  
aware of something 

 
CALL THEM AT THE  

NON-EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 

456-3403 

     The following message was posted on Face-
book, and is a great example of community en-
gagement.   

     Eastgate Moms is a place for mothers in the 
Eastgate neighbor-
hood of Grand Rap-
ids, MI to find friends 
and neighbors in sim-
ilar life stages, while 
fostering community 

and friendship for each other and their children. It 
will be a friendly place of support and encourage-
ment for all of us, as we live out one of the most 
challenging and rewarding times of life! 

     Check out the ENA Facebook page for details. 

Found on Facebook… 
“Eastgate Moms” 

...a place for Eastgate 
mothers to find 
friends and neighbors 
in similar life stages... 
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In Short…  
 
 

• The remodeling at Fifth Reformed Church is taking 
shape and should be completed soon.  If you haven’t 
seen it, wander over to Griggs and see the new look. 

 
• Changes continue at Breton Village. Fitzgerald’s 

Men’s Store moved 100 feet south, and is now open 
in its a new retail space. 

 
• When operating the vast enterprises of the ENA, we 

occasionally need some help. We asked Level One 
Bank to print some necessary letters, and they not 
only agreed to help, but said that if we ever needed 
help again to call them first. We appreciate our help-
ful neighbors. Thank you, Level One Bank! 

 
• The neighborhood down the road, Boston Square, 

offers a do-it-yourself, non-profit, community bike 
shop. They let you use their tools and help you fix 
your bike for free. They also accept used bike dona-
tions and sell used bikes. Boston Square Bikes is lo-
cated at 1260 Kalamazoo Avenue. Check out their 
website at bostonsquare.org.  

 
• It’s spring and the high school and college runners 

are again running through Eastgate. Slow down and 
be careful!   

 
• It isn’t warm yet, but it will be...and warmer weather 

usually means an uptick in crime throughout the city. 
Help prevent crime: lock your doors and turn on 
your outside lights.  

 
• This publication wouldn’t be possible without our 

advertisers. If you patronize any of the fine establish-
ments that partner with us, please tell them you saw 
the ad and thank them for supporting us.   

 
• The ENA held its annual meeting in October at Bea-

con Hill at Eastgate.  The ENA board elected Bryan 
Buie as president, Jim Rauwerda as vice-president, 
Jonathan Chitwood as treasurer and Shaun Shira as 
secretary.  Read about the meeting on page 2.    

 
• The Gatewatch always has the police non-emergency 

number and the block party reimbursement details 
on the back of every issue.     

 
• Save the Dates:  

 Garage Sale Weekend is May 31, June 1, and 
June 2.   

 ENA Ice Cream Social is June 2 at Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church. 

 Jewelry Sale and Bile Tune-Ups happen June 2 
at Eastminster Presbyterian Church. 

     Positive Reviews Wanted! 
     In today’s age, positive online reviews are essential. 
Thus, we are asking you to offer positive reviews of the 
ENA places that you think are excellent…So as we take 
a moment to thank those who support the ENA, we’d 
like you to take a moment and do the same.  Thank you. 

Kelly Rahilly 

Kris Stott 

Century  

Food & Liquor 

Salon &  
Barber 



2018 BOARD  
Bryan Buie, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Shaun Shira, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Stephen Condon 
Steph Ford 
Kris Stott 
Greg Wilkins 
Megan Wolenberg 
Elida VanSledright 

VISIT US ON THE WEB 
The Eastgate  

Neighborhood Association  
Website is at 

www.eastgategr.com 

See something strange? 
 

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON
-EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 

Host a  Block Party! 

 

 

Dial 311 

The city of Grand Rapids has a 311 service that al-

lows residents to contact individual city depart-

ments by dialing 311.  If you have concerns involv-

ing anything from street lights or pot holes or bark-

ing dogs, then 311 is the number to call.   

Police Non-Emergency 

456-3403 

Phone Directory 

 

 

Join us  
on Facebook 

 
 

Search Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

and be part of the discussion.   

     The ENA reimburses expenses for block 
parties—up to $75.00.  Send receipts to our 
treasurer, Jonathan Chitwood at 1627 
Woodward. 
     Use the winter weather as an excuse to 
invite your neighbors to get together!      

456-3403 

Garage Sale Weekend 

—-Thursday, Friday & Saturday—- 

May 31, June 1, and June 2 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate’s Garden Room Café 

—-  is open to Eastgate Neighbors   —- 

Stop in for breakfast or lunch.  

Reservations required for dinner. 

Learn About ENA Crime 

We cannot give more up-to-date information 
than Crimemapping.com.  The site is  intuitive, 
where you click on our city, then our neighbor-
hood, then our streets.  Check it out! 

——Visit Crimemapping.com—— 

Did You See That? 
 

The Easgate  

Neighborhood Association  

is a pretty 

 active place 
 

Look inside this Gatewatch & see for yourself! 


