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Four Neighborhood Events! 

The old pharmacy will be called Eastgate Center.  

More changes are coming. 

Mark your calendars...you don’t want to miss these 

  
Kids Night Out: August 14 
Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church’s 
event, “Kids Night Out,” is family friendly and 
includes games and a hotdogs dinner.  6-8 pm 

Dumpster Day: August 17 
Bring your garbage to the dumpsters at Plymouth Heights 
Christian Reformed Church parking lot from 8-noon.  See 
information on page 2. 

Eastgate 5k Race-Walk: September 10 
The race begins and ends at Beacon Hill at Eastgate: it winds 
through the south end of the Eastgate neighborhood, doubling 
back on Griggs Street.  See the race entry form inside.  6:30 pm. 

Pig Roast at Beacon Hill at Eastgate: August 22 
Eastgate neighbors are invited to the pig roast at 
Beacon Hill.  The annual event will be from  
5:30-7 pm on the front lawn of Beacon Hill. 

 Facebook will still be 

the ENA hub, but the 

web page includes addi-

tional information about 

our neighborhood.   #1  

#2  

#3  

#4  

Former Eastgate Pharmacy  

to be the Eastgate Center 

  Visit us on Facebook             eastgategr@gmail.com 

     The iconic red awning is 
getting updated as changes 
continue at the former East-
gate Pharmacy.   
     The new sign will include 
the new name: Eastgate Cen-
ter.    
     Other changes continue at 
the former pharmacy.  The 
selection of products in in-
creasing, including a variety 
of grocery items. 
     “We now have over 500 
different wines and a large 
selection of Michigan craft 
beer,” said owner Cado Ca-
do.          

     The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Association now has a 
presence on the World Wide 
Web.   
     “A webpage is overdue, 
for sure,” said Jim Rau-
werda, ENA vice president. 
“but we are a volunteer or-
ganization with a small 
budget.  The great news is 
that we now have a first-rate 
website.  It will be a great 
complement to our facebook 
page.” 
     The web page was de-
signed by ENA board secre-

     The store is also working 
with Eastgate Salon and An-
drea’s Pizza to repave the 
parking lot later this summer.   

     He also said that a deli is 
coming—hopefully this 
fall—and that new products 
are coming every week.    

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Studio fee: $7.00 
 
 

store hours 

Mon - Fri 10 - 8 
Sat  10 - 6 

 
at Breton Village 

 
 

616-975-9650 
www.nakedplates.com 

 

Lock Your Doors! 

Light Your Homes! 

 

Proven Crime Proven Crime Proven Crime Proven Crime 

DeterrentsDeterrentsDeterrentsDeterrents    

Eastgate’s 

Convenience 

Store 

Stop in for all your  

convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

TRAFFIC PATTERN 

Like last year, neighbors will enter Plymouth Heights CRC parking lot via        
Griggs near Lotus.   

  NO YARD WASTE 
Due to budget constraints, the city is not allowing us to collect yard waste.  Yard 
waste can be disposed of for free at the city’s Butterworth site. 

 COMPRENEW 

Again this year we will have an electronics recycler on hand with a trailer to proper-
ly dispose of electronics.  Comprenew (451-4400) is a non-profit recycler whose 
mission is to keep electronics out of landfills.   

 METAL HAULERS 

As in prior years, neighbor and board member Greg Wilkins will help collect recy-
clable metals.  All other items will be placed into dumpsters.  

 VOLUNTEERS 

 Volunteers are needed to unload vehicles, direct traffic, and check residen-
cy.  Please contact Terri at terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net to help.  Due to city re-
quirements, children under age 12 will not be allowed near the dumpsters. 

Dumpster Day: August 17  

The ENA is pleased to host our popular annual event at 

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church Parking Lot 
 

August 17, Saturday Morning 
 

8:00—Noon 
 

You can still volunteer, even for part of the time 
 

Email: terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net 
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Story Time:   
 

10:30 AM 
 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & 

FRIDAY 
 

◊ Monday-Friday 10-8 pm ◊  Saturday 10-6 pm◊            

◊ Sunday 12-5 pm ◊  
Breton Village 

ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

Breton Village 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2013/2014 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2013 - 2014     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

 

      
Greetings neighbors!  Sum-
mer is in full swing and there's 
a lot of activity to report on 
here in the neighbor-
hood.  Kicking off the warm 
weather at the end of May, the 
ENA hosted its third annual 
Ice Cream Social, which was 
held this year in the basement 

of Eastminster Presbyterian Church.  Sharing space 
with the church was a great way for residents to get 
out of the warm weather for a bit while they perused 
wares at the church's annual vintage jewelry sale, en-
joyed free hot dogs and bike repair, courtesy of East-
minster, and ice cream provided by the ENA.  
     We received many positive reports from neighbors 
regarding the sale days as well - hopefully you and 
your family were able to find some great deals at one 
of the many sales, or unload some of your own 
"gently used items" with a sale of your own.   
     Speaking of unwanted items, be sure to mark your 
calendar now for Dumpster Day, one of the neighbor-
hood's most popular annual events! Held on Saturday, 
August 17 from 8 AM to noon at Plymouth Heights 
Christian Reformed Church, this is a chance to really 
clean out your closets and junk drawers. 
      But there's still plenty of time left in this summer 
to host a block party for your own corner of the 
neighborhood.  Remember, the ENA will reimburse 
you up to $75 for any supplies you use for the event, 
and that amount can include the $25 permit fee you 
need to request from the city. Visit the City's website 
for more information, and be sure to share any photos 
of your party on our Facebook page.   
     Joining our vibrant internet community on Face-
book, we are launching this month the ENA's first-
ever website!  With links to area organizations, busi-
nesses, churches and schools, we are hoping that this 
online source will be a useful tool to neighbors to 
learn a little more about their surroundings while pro-
moting our neighborhood to potential home buyers 
and business owners. 
     Finally, to all of our runners, athletes and those 
looking to get in shape or simply support a great 
neighborhood event, be sure to mark Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10 on your calendar as the second annual 
Eastgate 5K!  This race, held in partnership with our 
neighbors at Beacon Hill at Eastgate, has a new 
course that is held entirely within the Eastgate neigh-
borhood.  Be sure to sign up now and plan to get race-
ready by the fall! 

  —Shana Shroll, ENA President 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am –4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 



REINVESTING IN  

MULICK PARK 
 

     GRPS is undergoing a major 
transformation right now, a change 
that involves closing several 
schools—including Creston High 
School.   
     By closing the schools, GRPS 
will save $22.5 million over the next 
five years.  Some of those funds will 
be banked, and some of those funds 

will be reinvested into neighborhood 
schools, according to John Helm-
hold, GRPS Communications direc-
tor.    
     Three schools are targeted for 
reinvestment, and one is Mulick 
Park, our neighborhood school.   
     This is a unique opportunity to 
have a say, as a neighborhood and as 
a community, to rethink how our 
public school is serving our students. 
 

INPUT FROM  

THE COMMUNITY 
   

     On June 17, ENA president Shana 
Shroll met with representatives from 
our local churches (Part of the 
"Eastgate Initiative"—a tutoring pro-
gram that has been organized by 
Eastgate Churches), the Mulick Park 
PTO, the school principal and the 
GRPS Communications Director 
John Helmholdt.     
     The transformation process has 
already begun at Congress Elemen-
tary, with parents in the East Hills 
neighborhood becoming actively 
involved in deciding what they want 
their school to look like—everything 
from changing the school's curricu-
lum to offering more parks and rec-
reation activities.   
     The Mulick Park team is not quite 
there yet, but the good news is that 

East Hills has done a lot of the work, 
and we can model some of our ef-
forts after what they have done.   
     At its July 18 meeting, the ENA 
board received a full presentation 
from Helmholdt regarding the early 
stages of the reinvestment plan.  “It’s 
not just about cuts and closures, but 
reinvesting in what works,” Helm-
holdt said.  “It’s a plan that’s going 
to take time.  It doesn’t happen over 
night..  But the goal is to have a vi-

brant neighborhood with a vibrant 
school.”     
     The plan calls for a neighborhood 
engagement strategy that involves 
outreach, community information 
meetings, and seeking input about 
what parents would like to see in 
their public school.   
 

EASTGATE INITIATIVE:  

MENTORING AT MULICK 
 

     While this plan to reinvest in Mu-
lick Park is an initiative from the 
GRPS, it is working closely with the 
Eastgate Initiative, a neighborhood 

mentoring program.   
          Mulick Park’s 2011-2012 an-
nual report showed that the school 
has great need, especially in reading 
and mathematics.  Mulick Park was 
designated a Priority School and is 
required to submit a Transformation 
Plan to ensure academic improve-
ment.  The Eastgate Initiative men-
toring program is listed as part of the 
intervention.   
     The Eastgate Initiative is spon-
sored by the Eastgate Neigbhorhood 
Association, Eastminster Presbyteri-
an Church, Fifth Reformed Church, 
and Plymouth Heights Christian Re-
formed Church.   
     The Eastgate Initiative has helped 
provide backpacks and school sup-
plies for Mulick Park students.  The 
mentoring support focuses on 4th and 
5th grade students.   
     Mentors meet with their mentees 
for one hour per week, either during 
the school day or after school.  The 
session is more than “helping with 
homework.”  All mentors are initially 
trained, and there are specific goals 
for the mentoring sessions.  
     Mentor volunteers are always 
needed.  Please contact any of the 
three churches if you are interested. 

Mulick Park School Targeted for Reinvestment 

Three schools are targeted for 

reinvestment, and one is Mulick 

Park, our neighborhood school 

But the goal is to have a  

vibrant neighborhood with  

a vibrant school.”  
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Mulick Park is the public elementary school that serves the Eastgate 
Neighborhood.  It is located at 1751 Rosewood Avenue 
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

Volunteers Needed! 
TO HELP AT DUMPSTER DAY 

DIRECTING TRAFFIC, TAKING NAMES, ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

Saturday August 17 
 

TWO MORNING SHIFTS: 
FROM 8:00—10:00 or FROM 10:00—NOON 

 

Contact Terri at  

terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net 

William on Concord Ave 
Joe & Cheryl on Elliott St 
Ruth on Lenox Rd 
Aaron & Heather on Evergreen St 
David on Boston Ave 
Paul & Constance on Elliott St 
Jonathan on Woodward Ave 
Gary & Tina on Adams St 
Susan & Phil on Plymouth Terr 
Joan on Hutchinson Ave 
Jeanne on Lenox Rd 
Joe & Paula on Elliott St 
Luis & Nelly on Griggs St 
Marc on Chamberlain Ave 
Elizabeth & Peter on Woodward Ave 
Richard & Mary on Boston Ave 
Albert & Mindy on Concord Ave 
Rick & Elaine on Plymouth Terr 
John & Irene on Lotus Ave 
Sister Ann & Sister Patricia on Woodward Ave 
Vern & Gene on Adams St 
Keith on Boston Ave 
Dawn on Woodward Ave 
Jerry & Barb on Plymouth Terr 
Beth & Angela on Cornell Dr 
Michael & Patricia on Plymouth Terr 
Charles & Ann on Adams St 
Virginia on Woodward Ave 
Ron & Carol on Hall St 
Victoria on Kreiser St 
Terri on Lenox Rd 
John & Jen on Chamberlain Ave 
Nancy & Clarence on Lotus Ave 
Jene & Mary E on Griggs St 
Martin & Loretta on Boston Ave 
Hank & Marlene on Lenox Rd 
Phil & Jan on Woodward Ave 
Judi on Chamberlain Ave 
Kelley on Woodward Ave 
Jim & Jayne on Boston Ave 
Sandra on Englewood Dr 
Shana & Jason on Woodward Ave 
Jerry & Ginger on Lenox Rd 
Treva on Cornell Dr 
Gord & Mary on Cornell Dr 
Mac & Carol on Elliott St 
Jack on Boston Ave 
Greg & Marianne on Hutchinson Ave 

The ENA Board would like to thank these 
people for their partnership in the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  If you would 
like to become a member of the              
ENA, please refer to the back page of this 
Gatewatch 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s.    

Free Educational  

Activities for Kids 

     Running out of ideas to keep 
the kids occupied this sum-
mer?  Here's an idea that is free, 
educational and a little different 
from yet another trip to the 
playground:  Free crafts and 
kids movies at the Kent County 
Recycling and Education Cen-
ter!   

     Each Monday this summer, Kent County is hosting a 
*free* activity for families at its Recycling & Education 
Center, located at 977 Wealthy SW in Grand Rapids.   

     Come learn firsthand how to turn recyclable materials 
into fun new items or view a movie with an environmen-
tal theme.  While you are there, be sure to take a walk on 
the observation deck and see how recyclable materials 
are sorted and processed.  Each event takes place from 1 
to 3:30 PM: 

July 22 - Environmental-themed Kids Movie 
July 29 - CD Coasters 
August 5 - Egg Carton Bird Mask 
August 12 - Water Bottle Octopus  
August 19 - Environmental-themed Kids Movie 

These are family events, and younger children may need 
a parent's help with crafts. 

Visit RecycleKent.org for more information. 

Dear Dog Owners... 
Fellow Dog Owners and Dog Walkers 
 

For everyone’s safety and health in Eastgate Neighbor-
hood, please remember to pick up after your dog’s poop 
every time. Better yet make sure you have your dog do 
his duty in your own yard first.  All dog waste needs to 
be removed and it is strictly prohibited to dig a hole 

and bury dog poop as a way of removing it from the 
ground. Would you like to have you or your children 
stepping in the germs on your own lawn?  
 

A few helpful tips: 
• Most pet supply stores sell pet waste bags at a nominal 
price and have dispensers that can be attached to a leash 
or keychain 
• Once a week, stock up your jacket pockets with extra 
bags so they are readily available when you need one 
• Tie a few unused bags to your dog’s leash so you will 
have some on reserve if you forget to bring one along. 
• Recycle your plastic grocery bags and use them for 
cleaning up after your dog. 
 

If you encounter other dog walkers not picking up after 
their dogs, please approach them politely and remind 
them of the laws. You may even want to offer them one 
of you extra bags. 
 

Let’s keep our neighborhood healthy, clean and tidy all 
year long by doing the right thing and making sure we 
clean up after our dogs the proper way.  

–article borrowed from fellow neighborhood newsletter  

Activities are environmentally related  

and are provided by the  

Kent County Recycling & Education Center 
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A special price for 
residents of the 

Eastgate  
Neighborhood 

Package Includes: 

Talking keypad 
Remote keyfob 
2 door contacts 

1 motion detector 

Call Eastgate neighbor Mary Ann for 
a free home security review:     

616-813-7881 

tary Paula Englin and gives de-
tailed information about the East-
gate neighborhood.  Among other 
things, it includes a brief history of 

the area, a schedule of events, 
helpful phone numbers, and useful 
links.   
     The ENA board wanted to 

make a webpage that could be our 
source for the community, but one 
that was also easy to maintain.  
Among other things, it includes a 
brief history, schedule of events, 
and links to area businesses.   
     In addition to the webpage, the 
ENA has a new logo that was de-
veloped by board member Tina 
Cronkhite.   
     “A highly distinctive “E” was 
chosen for instant recognizability.  
The black “arrow” is reflective of 

the “east” in Eastgate,” Tina said. 
     “The colors are bright, fun, and 
friendly, also reflecting our Eastgate 
Neighborhood,” she said. 
     The board is working to incorpo-
rate this new logo into its letterhead, 
publications, and neighborhood 
events.   
     Visit us at Eastgategr.com to see 
the logo and the website. 
     The board would like to thank 
both Tina Cronkhite and Paula 
Englin for their work on the logo 
and website.  Thank you! 

A screen shot from the Eastgate neighborhood Association’s new webpage at Eastgategr.com 

ENA Gets New Webpage & Logo 
CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 1 

Visit us at  
www.eastgategr.com 
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Not valid with any other  same service offers of discounts 

Valid only at participating locations Expires: 9/30/13 
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Call Laurie at (616) 245-9179 
to schedule your personal tour 

Visit us online at 
www.beaconhillgr.org 

Savor the culinary delights prepared by our award winning chef and 
served in one of our three restaurant style venues 

Enjoy an independent lifestyle in a beautiful all-new apartment 
home.  Celebrate each day with fellowship and a full schedule of 
activities.  Expand your horizons in an environment designed to 
invigorate your senses and provide a level of comfort beyond tra-
ditional retirement communities. 
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VANDEN BOUT  
LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 

 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7989 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Fifth  

Reformed 
Church 

 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
 

2012 Griggs St SE 
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 

From The 

Sustainable 

Streets Task 

Force…  

     This spring, we have 
been out in the community 
asking residents and busi-
ness owners to help in de-
termining final recommen-
dations on the future of 
Grand Rapids’ street sys-
tem.   
     We have received many 
helpful comments and ide-
as, and we will be accepting 
comments through Tuesday, 
August 13.   

     We will then complete 
our final report and recom-
mendations to present to 
the Grand Rapids City 
Commission on August 27.   
     Visit us on Facebook at 
SustainableStreetsGR, view 
the information provided, 
and enter your comments 
there.  You may also email 
comments to Nancy Meyer 
at nmeyer@grcity.us.  

Need your driveway 
cleared or you side 

walks shoveled? 
Vanden Bout can help 

• Lawn Maintenance  
• Gu4er Cleaning 
• Fer7lizing 
• Pruning and Hedging 
• Weed Control 
• Aera7on/Coring 
• Fall Clean Up 

Grand Rapids Sus-

tainable Streets Task 

Force is Looking for 

your Comments  

   The ENA reimburses 
block parties for up to $75.  
Merely submit your re-
ceipts to our treasurer, Jon-
athan Chitwood, at 1627 
Woodward.   

     Block parties can be as 
simple as “bring a dessert.”    
     Have a block party, and 
get to know those neigh-
bors! 

It’s Block Party Time! 

   Beacon Hill’s annual Pig 
Roast is on August 22. 
     Beacon Hill residents 
will be eating first, and the 
neighbors are invited to 
join at 5:30.  The menu 

will be BBQ pulled pork, 
chicken, hamburgers, and 
hotdogs. 
     The band this year will 
be Lomax Big House 

Remember the Pig Roast! 

   The Eastminster Bike 
Repair Team will be fixing 
bikes again on Saturday 
August 24 from 10-3.  

Stop by the church 
parking lot and enjoy a hot 
dog while you wait for a 
free bike fix. 

Free Bike Repair              AND 

HOTDOGS! 
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Abandoned car in the street.……….……..456-3310 
Loose/loud animals.……..…………………336-3210 
Pothole problems..…………………………..456-4670 
Garbage collection...…….…………...…....456-3232 
Garbage, long grass, weed complaints...456-3053 
Police (non-emergency)……………..…….456-3403 
Street light out..…………………...………..456-3281 
Street closing request for block party..…456-3066 
Street sign question…………………………456-3066 

Phone Directory 

 

 Join us  

 on facebook 
 

Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

and be part of the discussion.   

Eastgate Dates  

and Events 
Aug. 14: Kids Night Out at Plymouth 
 Heights Christian Reformed Church  
Aug. 17: ENA Dumpster Day, 8-12 
Aug. 22: Pig Roast at Beacon Hill,  
     5:30-7:00 
Aug. 24: Eastminster’s “Hi Neighbor” 10-3 
Sept. 10: Eastgate 5k at Beacon Hill, 6:30 
Oct. 17: Eastgate Annual Meeting, 7:00  
Oct. 31: Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed 
     Church, 5:30-7:30 
    

Information about most of these events can 

be found in this issue of the Gatewatch 

Check it out 
The ENA Website: 

www.eastgategr.com 

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!    
 

The ENA would like to thank 
 

Breton Village 
 

D & W 
 

For its donation  
to the ENA ice cream social  

2013 BOARD 
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Terri Mawhinney 
Kelley Rahilly 
Greg Wilkins 


