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Eastgate 5k:  

Runners Battle Heat 

All Eastgate residents 

are invited  

to attend the  

annual meeting at  

on October 17 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

located at  

1919 Boston 

at 7:00 pm 

Eastgate Annual Meeting:  
Oct. 17 • Beacon Hill • 7:00 pm 

  Visit us on Facebook             eastgategr@gmail.com 

     The Eastgate Nieghbor-
hood Association’s Annual 
Meeting is approaching.   
      Among the agenda 
items is the election of 
board members: spots cur-
rently held by Shana Shroll, 
Jim Rauwerda, Kelley Ra-
hilly, Greg Wilkins, and Tina 
Cronkhite.      
     Events for the meeting 
include reports from ENA 
President Shana Shroll and 
our community police of-
ficer, Mike Maycroft.   

     The meeting will be held 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate at 
1919 Boston Street at      
7:00 pm 

     There will be light re-
freshments as well as an op-
portunity to ask questions 
and get involved.   

  www.eastgategr.com 
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on 

Halloween 
 

Thursday October 31 
 

We encourage you to 
set up your car and 
treats at 5:30 pm  

 

trunk or treat from 
 

6:00—7:30pm  

Trunk or    

Treat!   
• Record tying heat: 94 degrees on race day 

• Neighbors turn on their sprinklers to cool 

down runners 

• Pastor Ann Conklin of Eastminster Presby-

terian Church won her division  

    The Eastgate 5k weathered a 
record high temperature of 94 
degrees.  According to the Na-
tional Weather Service not 
since 1931 had temperatures 
climbed that high on a Septem-
ber 10.   
     A Facebook plea asked 
neighbors to help out by facing 
sprinklers into the road to give 
the runners a brief cool down.  
Runners appreciated the ten-or

-so sprinkler reprieves. 
     Even though turn out was 
down from last year, every-
one had a great time.       

Thank You! 
 

The ENA would like to 
thank these sponsors of the 
Eastgate 5k.  Proceeds of 
the event went to the Mary 
and Martha Continuing 
Care fund at Beacon Hill at 
Eastgate and to the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.   

 

• Axios 
• Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
• BH Dining 
• Big Apple Bagels 
• Blimpie 
• Boven/DeKock Electric 
• Century Foods 
• Diversified Medical 

Staffing/DMS at Home 
• Eastgate Salon 
• Direct Fitness Solutions 
• D&W 
• Fox Insurance 
• Gordon Water 
• Grand Rapids Public 

Schools 
• Huntington Bank 
• Mercy Health Pharmacy 

Services 
• Peak Performance 
• Plymouth Heights 

Church 
• Porter Hills Home Care 
• Riverside Integrated 

Systems, Inc. 
• Striders 
• Subway 
• Swift Printing 
• Tim Kolk/Coldwell 

Banker 

Eastgate Neighbor Joanne 
Peterson waves as she runs 
through a sprinkler on Wood-
ward Street.   

Thanks to  

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
for Hosting  

The Second Annual  

EASTGATE 5K 
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Studio fee: $7.00 
 
 

store hours 

Mon - Fri 10 - 8 
Sat  10 - 6 

 
at Breton Village 

 
 

616-975-9650 
www.nakedplates.com 

 

Lock Your Doors! 

Light Your Homes! 

 

Proven Crime Proven Crime Proven Crime Proven Crime 

DeterrentsDeterrentsDeterrentsDeterrents    

Eastgate’s 

Convenience 

Store 

Stop in for all your  

convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

     The August 18 Grand Rapids Press 

reported that Eric Burgess’s brakes went 
out and he jumped from his moving 
truck.  His truck plunged into Versluis 
Lake near the intersection of Plainfield 
and the East Beltline.   
     Eric’s suffered extensive injuries.  He 
is not to bear weight on either of his legs 
for many months.   
     After two and a half weeks in the 
hospital and rehabilitation,  he returned 
home on September 4 to see his house 
decorated for the occasion.   
     Eric, 36,  is the principal of Rockford 
Christian School.  He and his wife and 
four children have lived on Orville for 
many years.   
     Through it all, Eric says, “I’ve 
learned the absolute vital importance of 
community.  God has blessed us beyond 
measure.  Most important, I know that 

Neighbor on Orville Returns 

Home After Accident  

House on Orville decorated with ribbons and a welcome sign 

our God is sovereign and in control of 
all things and of our lives.” 

The Burgess home on Orville Street has a 
new ramp.  The sign welcomes Eric home. 



Page 3 . 

 

Story Time:   
 

10:30 AM 
 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & 

FRIDAY 
 

◊ Monday-Friday 10-8 pm ◊  Saturday 10-6 pm◊            

◊ Sunday 12-5 pm ◊  
Breton Village 

ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

Breton Village 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2013/2014 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2013 - 2014     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

 

      
Greetings neighbors!   

      As much as I love Michi-
gan summers, fall is my favor-
ite time of year.  It didn't real-
ly hit me till this week, 
though, when I was walking 
my son home from preschool 
and we could hear the crunch 
of leaves under our feet.  Yes, 

fall is really here!   
 
     This fall, the Eastgate Neighborhood Association 
will host two more events before taking a break for 
the winter holidays.  Please plan to join us on Thurs-
day, October 17 at 7:00 PM for our annual neighbor-
hood meeting at Beacon Hill at Eastgate.  Our final 
event of the year is the very popular "Trunk or Treat" 
event, held at Fifth Reformed Church  from 6:00-7:30 
PM.  This event will be held rain or shine!  Please 
come with your favorite youngsters dressed up for 
Halloween on your trick or treat route - or bring can-
dy to hand out!  Donuts and cider will be provided by 
Fifth Reformed Church. 
 
On a more somber note, we have seen an uptick in car 
break-ins in our neighborhood.  Please remember to 
keep lights on in the evenings and keep your doors 
locked.  These simple measures do a lot to deter 
crime.  Visit crimemapping.com for the latest from 
the Grand Rapids Police Department.  Thanks to all 
our neighbors who share information on Facebook 
and keep us informed of what is going on where you 
live - it helps all of us live in a safer, more secure 
community. 

  —Shana Shroll, ENA President 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am –4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

Thanks for the Pig Roast! 
     Once again Bea-
con Hill at Eastgate 
invited the Eastgate 
neighbors to its 
community picnic.   
     The food was 
terrific, and the mu-
sic and atmosphere 
were great.  Thank 
You! 



Summer Photo Album 
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Orville Block Party 

Griggs Block Party 
Lenox Block Party 

Bike Repair at Eastminster 

Beacon Hill Pig Roast 

Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights 
Dumpster Day 

Eastgate 5k Run/Walk 



Crime Mapping: 

Instant Updates 

     The Grand Rapids Police Department participates in 
crimemapping.com, a website that provides crime data.  
The data on the site is from the past 90 days.   
     The site is extremely user-friendly.  The Grand Rapids 
city map can be enlarged to individual streets and neigh-
borhoods.  Crimes are noted with an icon, which can be 
clicked on.   A small window appears giving the type and 
the date of the crime.   
     In addition, people can sign up to receive email alerts.  
This site allows all neighbors to follow crime activity as 
it happens.   
     Users can instantly see where crimes occurred 
throughout the city.  Note that the East Grand Rapids Po-
lice Department does not participate in this website.   
     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association encourages 
neighbors to look at this site and stay up-to-date.  Visit 
crimemapping.com for all the information.  

Get crime updates lightning fast  
From the  

Grand Rapids  
Crime Mapping Website 

CRIMEMAPPING.COM 
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

Christian School Moving 

to ENA Border 

     If plans go as expected, 
the Christian Middle School 
is moving across the street 
from the ENA.   
     Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools intends to purchase 
Shawnee Park Elementary 
School from the Grand 
Rapids Public Schools.   
      Shawnee Park is located 
on the corner of Chesaning 
and Burton Street.  Burton  

is the ENA boundary.   
     The Christian Middle 
School is currently located 
at the former Sylvan Chris-
tian School at 1875 Rose-
wood.  That property would 
continue to serve as Ever-
green Christian School      
     GRCS would renovate 
Shawnee, hoping to open to 
students in the fall of 2015.     

Christian Schools offer to purchase  
Shawnee Park Elementary School 

Shawnee Park Elementary School sign on Burton Street 
still says “have a safe summer” in September.  The 
school was closed by GRPS following the 2012-1013 
school year.  

Vanden Bout Extends 

“Early Bird Special” 
     The flier tucked into this 
issue of the Gatewatch indi-
cates that Vanden Bout’s 
snow removal “Early Bird 
Special” has expired.   
     However, Ken has ex-
tended that special for the 
Eastgate Neighbors until October 11.      
     Ken also specializes in one-time fall clean-ups.  See 
his ad on page 11 and the insert flier. 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s.    

Kids Night Out: 

In Short... 
• Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church is 

hosting a family movie night on January 3 (the Fri-

day after New Year’s Day).  Doors open at 6:30; 
movie begins at 7:00.  Stay tuned to Facebook  

 

• The ENA board appointed Chris Nienhuis to serve 

Gretchen Driesenga’s empty board seat.   
 

• It’s not too late to host a block party.  The ENA 

board offers $75 reimbursement; submit receipts to 
our treasurer, Jonathan Chitwood at 1627 Wood-

ward. 
 

• Pooh’s Corner is an independent book store in Bre-

ton Village.  It hosts a story time for children on 

Mondays and Fridays at 10:30 am. 
 

• Remember to lock your doors and turn on your 

lights.  These are proven crime deterrents! 
 
 

• Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed Church: stop by on 

Halloween to collect some treats, or open your car 

to hand some out.  See the front page of this Gate-

watch for details.    
 

• Join the Eastgate Neighborhood Association.  See 

back page for details.   
 

• The ENA has a new web page.  Visit us at       

       eastgategr.com 
     Plymouth Heights Chris-
tian Reformed Church host-
ed its annual “Kids Night 
Out” on August 14. 
     The Critter Barn came 
with their petting zoo and 
the inflatable bounce houses 
kept kids...bouncing.   
     Grand Rapids Public 
Schools provided the food. 
     The weather was great, 
and so was the turn out!  

Hundreds turned out for the 
Kids Night Out event at  
Plymouth Heights Christian 
Reformed Church 

Dumpster Day: 

households participated. 
     Should you have an 
occasion to speak (or 
email) the mayor or city 
commissioners, please 
express our gratitude for 
the  $1500 of city tax 
funds expended on our 
behalf and also for contin-
uation of this program 
again next year. 

     The board 
would like to 
extend a special 
thank you for 
participating – 
especially to 
those who gave 
their time and 
energy assisting 
with unloading 
and helping 
neighbors throughout the 
morning hours.  
     Thank you too to Sloth 
Ford for his efforts in co-
ordinating the electronic 
waste collection and staff-
ing by city high school 
students. 
     We collected 4104 lbs 
of e-waste and 17.8 tons of 
household waste. We filled 
eight dumpsters, and 112 

Another Successful Year 

Thanks to the Dumpster  
Day volunteer crew!  112 
households participated. 
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Not valid with any other  same service offers of discounts 

Valid only at participating locations Expires: 12/31/13 



A special price for 
residents of the 

Eastgate  
Neighborhood 

Package Includes: 

Talking keypad 
Remote keyfob 
2 door contacts 

1 motion detector 

Call Eastgate neighbor Mary Ann for 
a free home security review:     

616-813-7881 
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FeatZ Hot Dogs Benefits Local High School 

     A new and unique busi-
ness in the Breton Village 
Mall gives the classic “hot 
dog stand” a new spin.   
     FeatZ opened in Sep-
tember and features a Cath-
olic Central theme.   Pa-
trons can enjoy hot dogs 
for $3 each plus slushies, 

snacks, and specialty 
drinks while perusing 
school game footage, pho-
tos, and more on large 
screen televisions using 
hand-held tablets.   
     Check out more infor-
mation on their website: 
www. featz.net 

FeatZ Opens at  

Breton Village Mall 

Community Gardens 

are Productive 
     The ENA would 
like to thank both 
Beacon Hill at East-
gate and Fifth Re-
formed Church for 
offering space for 
Community Gar-
dens.   
     The spaces have 
produced abundant-
ly. 
     “It’s about com-
munity” said ENA 
board member Greg 
Wilkins, who is 
also the facilities 
manager who over-
sees the gardens at 
Fifth Reformed 
Church.   “The gar-
dens are a place 
where people meet 
and have access to 
home grown vege-
tables. We are very 
happy with them.”   

Fifth Reformed Church as seen  
behind a row of corn. 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate as seen  
behind one of the young apple trees. 
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VANDEN BOUT  
LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 

 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7987 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Fifth  

Reformed 
Church 

 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
 

2012 Griggs St SE 
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 

Early Bird  
Snow Removal Special  

Extended Un4l  
October 11 

Call Ken: 437-7987 

• Fall Clean Up 
• Snow Plowing 
• Gu<er Cleaning 
• Lawn Maintenance  
• Weed Control 
• Aera4on/Coring 

Metro Health Leaving 

Breton Location 

     Metro Health building at 
1925 Breton across from 
Breton Village is for sale.   
     This is the building that 
houses the Metro Health 

Community Clinic.    
     The property was former-
ly used as Jordan College.  It 
is listed at $3.7 million dol-
lars.   

Mulick Park Trans-

formation Committee 

     The Mulick Park Trans-
formation Committee con-
tinues met recently to dis-
cuss more changes for our 
local elementary school.   
     The Grand Rapids Pub-
lic Schools is making a 
positive presence in our 
community:  it has spon-
sored the Eastgate 5k and 
provided meals for Kids 
Night Out at Plymouth 
Heights CRC.  In addition, 
students from City High 
School helped with Dump-
ster Day.  
     The current concern is 

to improve the grounds and 
exterior of the building.   
     ENA president Shana 
Shroll serves on the com-
mittee.  “Mulick Park is our 
neighborhood school, and 
we are happy to see im-
provements,” she said. 
     Along with the three 
ENA churches, The East-
gate Neighborhood Associ-
ation sponsors the Mulick 
Mentoring program.  Any-
one interested in mentoring 
Mulick students is encour-
aged to contact Marlene at 
Fifth Reformed Church at 
245-9247 

GRPS is making a positive  

presence in our community 

1925 Breton is for sale for $3.7 million 

interested in advertising in the interested in advertising in the interested in advertising in the interested in advertising in the GatewatchGatewatchGatewatchGatewatch    ????    
Our new ad cycle begins with our next issue in Jan-
uary.  If you are interested in partnering with the 
ENA, please contact us at eastgategr@gmail.com.   
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Abandoned car in the street.……….……..456-3310 
Loose/loud animals.……..…………………336-3210 
Pothole problems..…………………………..456-4670 
Garbage collection...…….…………...…....456-3232 
Garbage, long grass, weed complaints...456-3053 
Police (non-emergency)……………..…….456-3403 
Street light out..…………………...………..456-3281 
Street closing request for block party..…456-3066 
Street sign question…………………………456-3066 

Phone Directory 

 

 Join us  

 on facebook 
 

Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

and be part of the discussion.   

Eastgate Dates & Events 
Oct. 17: Eastgate Annual Meeting, 7:00  at Beacon Hill 
Oct. 31: Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed      
Church.  5:30 set up, 6-7:30 treats 
Nov. 5: Voting Day 
Jan. 3: Family Movie Night.  Doors open at 6:30 Movie 
begins at 7:00    

Information about these events can be found  

in this issue of the Gatewatch 

Check it out 
The ENA Website: 

www.eastgategr.com 

2013 BOARD 
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Terri Mawhinney 
Chris Nienhuis 
Kelley Rahilly 
Greg Wilkins 

Annual Meeting!Annual Meeting!Annual Meeting!Annual Meeting!    
 

The Eastgate  
Neighborhood Association  

Is hosting its annual Meeting 
 

Thursday, October 17, at 7:00 pm 
At Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

 

Did You See That?Did You See That?Did You See That?Did You See That?    
 

The Easgate  
Neighborhood Association  

is a pretty 

 active place 
Look inside for details! 


